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the march 2000 presidential elections in taiwan returned a pro independence candidate this marks a turning point in taiwanese
politics as well as bilateral relations across the strait the taiwan issue is extremely difficult to resolve for it straddles three
centuries separatism originated in the 19th century intensified in the 20th century and is likely to explode in the 21st century
being one of the few journalists who possess in depth knowledge of both sides of the taiwan straits the author is able to give a
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factual account and offer explanations for the developments that led eventually to the change of the political landscape of the
island this book is a collection of selected news reports analyses and commentaries which were written by the author between
1998 and 2000 during his posting to taiwan the first part traces the development of cross strait relations since the presidential
elections the second part gives a factual account of the election process at different points in time as well as the author s
interpretation of the result the next part covers news and analyses of cross strait relations especially the unification
independence dispute and the deterioration of cross strait relations after taiwanese ex president lee tenghui formulates his two
states policy the final part sets cross strait relations in the broader perspective of the trilateral relationship between beijing
taipei and washington the latter a key player in this uneasy co existence this book would be a good reference for anyone
interested in the history and current political developments in taiwan
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