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an unprecedented account of the long term cultural and political influences that mexican americans will have on the collective character
of our nation in considering the largest immigrant group in american history gregory rodriguez examines the complexities of its heritage
and of the racial and cultural synthesis mestizaje that has defined the mexican people since the spanish conquest in the sixteenth
century he persuasively argues that the rapidly expanding mexican american integration into the mainstream is changing not only how
americans think about race but also how we envision our nation brilliantly reasoned highly thought provoking and as historically sound
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as it is anecdotally rich mongrels bastards orphans and vagabonds is a major contribution to the discussion of the cultural and political
future of the united states

the history of the united states in the twentieth century is inextricably entwined with that of people of mexican origin the twenty million
mexicans and mexican americans living in the u s today are predominantly a product of post 1900 growth and their numbers give them
an increasingly meaningful voice in the political process oscar mart nez here recounts the struggle of a people who have scraped and
grappled to make a place for themselves in the american mainstream focusing on social economic and political change during the
twentieth centuryNparticularly in the american westNmart nez provides a survey of long term trends among mexican americans and
shows that many of the difficult conditions they have experienced have changed decidedly for the better organized thematically the
book addresses population dynamics immigration interaction with the mainstream assimilation into the labor force and growth of the
mexican american middle class mart nez then examines the various forms by which people of mexican descent have expressed
themselves politically becoming involved in community organizations participating as voters and standing for elective office finally he
summarizes salient historical points and offers reflections on issues of future significance where appropriate he considers the unique
circumstances that distinguish the experiences of mexican americans from those of other ethnic groups by the year 2000 significant
numbers of people of mexican origin had penetrated the middle class and had achieved unprecedented levels of power and influence in
american society at the same time many problems remain unsolved and the masses face new challenges created by the increasingly
globalized u s economy this concise overview of mexican origin people puts these successes and challenges in perspective and defines
their contribution to the shaping of modern america

mexican immigration to the united states the oldest and largest immigration movement to this country is in the midst of a fundamental
transformation for decades mexican immigration was primarily a border phenomenon confined to southwestern states but legal
changes in the mid 1980s paved the way for mexican migrants to settle in parts of america that had no previous exposure to people of
mexican heritage in new destinations editors victor zaniga and rubén hernandez leén bring together an inter disciplinary team of
scholars to examine demographic social cultural and political changes in areas where the incorporation of mexican migrants has deeply
changed the preexisting ethnic landscape new destinations looks at several of the communities where mexican migrants are beginning
to settle and documents how the latest arrivals are reshaping and being reshaped by these new areas of settlement contributors jorge
durand douglas massey and chiara capoferro use census data to diagram the historical evolution of mexican immigration to the united
states noting the demographic economic and legal factors that led recent immigrants to move to areas where few of their predecessors
had settled looking at two towns in southern louisiana contributors katharine donato melissa stainback and carl bankstoniii reach a
surprising conclusion that documented immigrant workers did a poorer job of integrating into the local culture than their
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undocumented peers they attribute this counterintuitive finding to documentation policies which helped intensify employer control
over migrants and undercut the formation of a stable migrant community among documented workers brian rich and marta miranda
detail an ambivalent mixture of paternalism and xenophobia by local residents toward migrants in lexington kentucky the new arrivals
were welcomed for their strong work ethic so long as they stayed in invisible spheres such as fieldwork but were resented once they
began to take part in more public activities like schools or town meetings new destinations also provides some hopeful examples of
progress in community relations several chapters including mark grey and anne woodrick s examination of a small iowa town point to
the importance of dialogue and mediation in establishing amicable relations between ethnic groups in newly multi cultural settings new
destinations is the first scholarly assessment of mexican migrants experience in the midwest northeast and deep south the latest
settlement points for america s largest immigrant group enriched by perspectives from demographers anthropologists sociologists
folklorists and political scientists this volume is an essential starting point for scholarship on the new mexican migration

making los angeles home examines the different integration strategies implemented by mexican immigrants in the los angeles region
relying on statistical data and ethnographic information the authors analyze four different dimensions of the immigrant integration
process economic social cultural and political and show that there is no single path for its achievement but instead an array of strategies
that yield different results however their analysis also shows that immigrants successful integration essentially depends upon their legal
status and long residence in the region the book shows that despite this finding immigrants nevertheless decide to settle in los angeles
the place where they have made their homes

for several decades mexican immigrants in the united states have outnumbered those from any other country though the economy
increasingly needs their labor many remain unauthorized in parents without papers immigration scholars frank d bean susan k brown
and james d bachmeier document the extent to which the outsider status of these newcomers inflicts multiple hardships on their
children and grandchildren parents without papers provides both a general conceptualization of immigrant integration and an in depth
examination of the mexican american case the authors draw upon unique retrospective data to shed light on three generations of
integration they show in particular that the membership exclusion experienced by unauthorized mexican immigrants that is their fear of
deportation lack of civil rights and poor access to good jobs hinders the education of their children even those who are u s born
moreover they find that children are hampered not by the unauthorized entry of parents itself but rather by the long term inability of
parents especially mothers to acquire green cards when unauthorized parents attain legal status the disadvantages of the second
generation begin to disappear these second generation men and women achieve schooling on par with those whose parents come
legally by the third generation socioeconomic levels for women equal or surpass those of native white women but men reach parity only
through greater labor force participation and longer working hours results consistent with the idea that their integration is delayed by
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working class imperatives to support their families rather than attend college an innovative analysis of the transmission of advantage
and disadvantage among mexican americans parents without papers presents a powerful case for immigration policy reforms that
provide not only realistic levels of legal less skilled migration but also attainable pathways to legalization such measures combined with
affordable access to college are more important than ever for the integration of vulnerable mexican immigrants and their descendants

covering more than one hundred years of american history walls and mirrors examines the ways that continuous immigration from
mexico transformed and continues to shape the political social and cultural life of the american southwest taking a fresh approach to
one of the most divisive political issues of our time david gutiérrez explores the ways that nearly a century of steady immigration from
mexico has shaped ethnic politics in california and texas the two largest u s border states drawing on an extensive body of primary and
secondary sources gutiérrez focuses on the complex ways that their pattern of immigration influenced mexican americans sense of
social and cultural identity and as a consequence their politics he challenges the most cherished american myths about u s immigration
policy pointing out that contrary to rhetoric about alien invasions u s government and regional business interests have actively recruited
mexican and other foreign workers for over a century thus helping to establish and perpetuate the flow of immigrants into the united
states in addition gutiérrez offers a new interpretation of the debate over assimilation and multiculturalism in american society
rejecting the notion of the melting pot he explores the ways that ethnic mexicans have resisted assimilation and fought to create a
cultural space for themselves in distinctive ethnic communities throughout the southwestern united states

for as long as mexicans have emigrated to the united states they have responded creatively to the challenges of making a new home but
although historical sociological and other aspects of mexican immigration have been widely studied its cultural and artistic
manifestations have been largely overlooked by scholars even though mexico has produced the greatest number of cultural works
inspired by the immigration process and recently chicana o artists have addressed immigration as a central theme in their cultural
productions and motifs culture across borders is the first and only book length study to analyze a wide range of cultural manifestations
of the immigration experience including art literature cinema corridos and humor it shows how mexican immigrants have been depicted
in popular culture both in mexico and the united states and how mexican and chicano chicana artists intellectuals and others have used
artistic means to protest the unjust treatment of immigrants by u s authorities established and upcoming scholars from both sides of the
border contribute their expertise in art history literary criticism history cultural studies and other fields capturing the many facets of the
immigrant experience in popular culture topics include the difference between chicano a and mexican representation of immigration
how films dealing with immigrants are treated differently by mexican chicano and hollywood producers the rich literary and artistic
production on immigration themes and the significance of immigration in chicano jokes as a first step in addressing the cultural
dimensions of mexican immigration to the united states this book captures how the immigration process has inspired powerful creative
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responses on both sides of the border

when this volume was published in 1990 undocumented mexican immigrants had become an important component of the us population
in this book the author analyzes the results of a unique survey conducted in los angeles county where an estimated 44 percent of the
undocumented mexican population lived the survey allows the author to make comparisons among the groups of undocumented and
legal mexican immigrants and to study the effects of legal status on their living conditions the author also examines the findings of a
number of other social scientists providing a comprehensive summary of the data on undocumented mexicans in the us in his conclusion
he turns to an evaluation of policy options for incorporating this group into the us population and for immigrants the book will be useful
to sociologists and other social scientists as well as to lawyers and policy experts studying the problem of illegal immigrants

although immigrants enter the united states from virtually every nation mexico has long been identified in the public imagination as one
of the primary sources of the economic social and political problems associated with mass migration between two worlds explores the
controversial issues surrounding the influx of mexicans to america the eleven essays in this anthology provide an overview of some of
the most important interpretations of the historical and contemporary dimensions of the mexican diaspora

explores the history of mexican immigration to what is now the united states and looks at the contributions of mexican americans to the
culture of their new country

this study to assess the current situation of mexican immigrants in california and project future possibilities constructs a demographic
profile of the immigrants examines their economic effects on the state and describes their socioeconomic integration into california
society models of immigration integration processes are developed and used to project future immigration flows the study s major
conclusion is that widespread concerns about mexican immigration are generally unfounded mexican immigrants are not homogeneous
and they differ in their characteristics and their effects on the state overall the immigrants provide economic benefits to the state and
native born latinos may bear the brunt of competition for low skill jobs in general immigrants contribute more to public revenues than
they consume in public services however the youthfulness of the population their low incomes the progressiveness of the state income
tax structure and the high costs of public education produce a net deficit in educational expenditures continued rapid immigration from
mexico and projected shifts in the industrial and occupational structure of california could disrupt the traditional mobility process of
immigrants these changes will make education an increasingly important key to the occupational and social mobility of mexican
immigrants children and grandchildren nec
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by 1988 the mexican origin population of the united states had grown to 12 1 million largely from recent sharp increases in immigration
the policy concerns raised by this phenomenon have been influenced by some perceptions that available research contradicts today
most mexican immigrants come to stay about half are female and they have increasingly less schooling compared with the native born
workers and across generations their language and political assimilation is proceeding well they put greater demands on education than
on other public services however the mexican origin population affects the economy and public services more and differently in the
areas where it is concentrated primarily in the western united states and large urban areas further the recent legalization of 2 3 million
mexican immigrants can be expected to increase the demand on public services especially in those areas

beyond borders a history of mexican migration to the united states details the origins and evolution of the movement of people from
mexico into the united states from the first significant flow across the border at the turn of the twentieth century up to the present day
considers the issues from the perspectives of both the united states and mexico offers a reasoned assessment of the factors that drive
mexican immigration explains why so many of the policies enacted in washington have only worsened the problem and suggests what
policy options might prove more effective argues that the problem of mexican immigration can only be solved if mexico and the united
states work together to reduce the disequilibrium that propels mexican immigrants to the united states

studienarbeit aus dem jahr 2010 im fachbereich anglistik kultur und landeskunde note keine universitat kassel sprache deutsch abstract
the topic of immigration is a thorny issue in the american society specifically the issue of illegal immigration is a burning issue a record
12 7 million immigrants lived in the united states in 2008 a 17 fold increase since 1970 mexicans now account for about one third of all
immigrants living in the united states and more than half of them are unauthorized looking at these statistics it is agreeable that
mexicans are representing the most noticeable immigration group in the u s and compared to other minority groups are of most
greatness to american society by thinking of mexican americans today the most discussed question arises are they burden for the
country or simply a source of cheap labor in 2002 the book with intriguing name the death of the west was published and immediately
caused contradictory responses and recognition at the same time connected to the burning issues published in this book the book is
written by the well known american politician patrick j buchanan the former main adviser of u s presidents richard nixon and ronald
reagan and devoted to the analysis of hazards representing deadly threats to the existence of the western civilization the mass
immigration caused by requirement of labor in the developed countries is one of those hazards according to the author the fact that an
overwhelming part of the immigrants coming to these countries are representatives of other races religions and cultures can change not
only ethnic structure of the population but also the historically developed shape of the west as a whole its character and foundations
mexicans coming to the u s in many cases illegally represent that mass immigration and because of their high number raise some doubts
in american society whether they are useful or rather harmful in this paper i will compare two controversial issues regarding mexican
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immigration group on the one side i will consider mexicans as a threat to the united states on the other side i will count them as an
important source of labor and therefore try to understand their role and current social status in american society today i will also take a
closer look at the historical backgrounds and general facts forcing them to leave their homeland

widely praised as a splendid addition to the literature on the great wave of post 1970 immigration from mexico as a result of which an
estimated 6 million undocumented mexican migrants now live in the united states the world of mexican migrants by acclaimed author
judith adler hellman takes us into the lives of those who no longer able to eke out even a modest living in their homeland have traveled
north to find jobs hellman takes us deep into the sending communities in mexico where we witness the conditions that lead mexicans to
risk their lives crossing the border and meet those who live on mexico s largest source of foreign income remittances from family
members al norte we hear astonishing border crossing tales including one man s journey riding suspended from the undercarriage of a
train in new york and los angeles construction workers restaurant staff street vendors and deliverymen share their survival strategies
the ways in which they work send money home find housing learn english send their children to school and avoid detection drawing
upon five years of in depth interviews hellman offers a humanizing perspective and essential window booklist into the lives and
struggles of mexican migrants living in the united states

describes why many mexicans immigrated to the united states and how they adapted to their new environment

from debates on capitol hill to the popular media mexican immigrants are the subject of widespread controversy by 2003 their growing
numbers accounted for 28 3 percent of all foreign born inhabitants of the united states mexican immigration to the united states
analyzes the astonishing economic impact of this historically unprecedented exodus why do mexican immigrants gain citizenship and
employment at a slower rate than non mexicans does their migration to the u s adversely affect the working conditions of lower skilled
workers already residing there and how rapid is the intergenerational mobility among mexican immigrant families this authoritative
volume provides a historical context for mexican immigration to the u s and reports new findings on an immigrant influx whose size and
character will force us to rethink economic policy for decades to come mexican immigration to the united states will be necessary
reading for anyone concerned about social conditions and economic opportunities in both countries

unlike the wave of immigration that came through ellis island and then subsided immigration to the united states from mexico has been
virtually uninterrupted for one hundred years in this vividly detailed book tomas r jiménez takes us into the lives of later generation
descendents of mexican immigrants asking for the first time how this constant influx of immigrants from their ethnic homeland has
shaped their assimilation his nuanced investigation of this complex and little studied phenomenon finds that continuous immigration has
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resulted in a vibrant ethnicity that later generation mexican americans describe as both costly and beneficial replenished ethnicity sheds
new light on america s largest ethnic group making it must reading for anyone interested in how immigration is changing the united

states
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