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a renowned poet philosopher and traveller of the 11th century nasir i khusraw was also a major ismaili thinker and author of the iranian
lands his ismaili writings exclusively in persian have been preserved through the centuries by the ismaili communities of the upper
oxus and badakhshan now situated in tajikistan and afghanistan this is a study of nasir i khusraw s life and aspects of his theological
and philosophical thought in the context of his times the author has devoted more than ten years of study to this subject and includes
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in the book a detailed classification of nasir s different genres of writings and a summary of medieval as well as modern biographical
studies

mugarnas is sponsored by the aga khan program for islamic architecture at harvard university and the massachusetts institute of
technology cambridge massachusetts mugarnas 26 contains articles on a variety of topics that span and transcend the geographic
and temporal boundaries that have traditionally defined the history of islamic art and architecture contributors include robert
mcchesney mattia guidetti marcus schadl christian gruber katia cytryn silverman doris abouseif olga bush emine fetvaci moya carey
bernard o kane hadi maktabi nadia erzini and stephen vernoit

I b tauris in association with the institute of ismaili studies dedicated to the achievements of farhad daftary the foremost authority in
ismaili studies of our time this volume gathers together a number of studies on intellectual and political history particularly in the
three main areas where the significance of daftary s scholarship has had the largest impact ismaili studies as well as persian studies
and shi i studies in a wider context it focuses but not exclusively on the intellectual production of the ismailis and their role in history
with discussions ranging from some of the earliest ismaili texts to thinkers from the fatimid and the alamut periods as well as relations
of the fatimids with other dynasties containing essays from some of the most respected scholars in ismaili shi i and persian studies
including patricia crone m a amir moezzi ¢ edmund bosworth and robert gleave the book makes a significant contribution to wider
scholarship in philosophical theology and medieval islam the contributors include i afshar h algar m a amir moezzi s j badakhchani ¢
baffioni ¢ e bosworth d cortese p crone d de smet r gleave h haji i hajnal a h hamdani ¢ hillenbrand a ¢ hunsberger h landolt (
lewisohn w madelung a nanji a j newman i k poonawala and p e walker

for a western world anxious to understand islam and in particular shi ism this book arrives with urgently needed information and
critical analysis hamid dabashi exposes the soul of shiism as a religion of protest successful only when in a warring position and
losing its legitimacy when in power dabashi makes his case through a detailed discussion of the shi i doctrinal foundations a
panoramic view of its historical unfolding a varied investigation into its visual and performing arts and finally a focus on the three
major sites of its contemporary contestations iran irag and lebanon in these states shi ism seems to have ceased to be a sect within
the larger context of islam and has instead emerged to claim global political attention here we see shi ism in its combative mode
reminiscent of its traumatic birth in early islamic history hezbollah in lebanon claims shi ism as do the militant insurgents in iraqg the
ruling ayatollahs in iran and the masses of youthful demonstrators rebelling against their reign all declare their active loyalties to a
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religion of protest that has defined them and their ancestry for almost fourteen hundred years shi sm a religion of protest attends to
the explosive conflicts in the middle east with an abiding attention to historical facts cultural forces religious convictions literary and
artistic nuances and metaphysical details this timely book offers readers a bravely intelligent history of a world religion

the name of mubarak i wakhani 1839 1903 a persian tajik mystic poet musician astronomer and ismaili religious scholar from
badakhshan is hardly known in modern academic circles related to persian and ismaili studies despite his importance to ismaili
esoteric thought in general and the ismaili tradition of the peoples of the pamir mountains in particular mubarak has received only
scant attention from modern scholars one of the major reasons for mubarak s relative obscurity is probably the geographic location
of his homeland and its socio economic political and intellectual environment there has been no serious scholarly research
conducted on mubarak s life and works this book is the first introductory study on the subject and provides the first systematic
presentation of the seminal islamic figure in the desire to establish an accurate biography of mubarak and to render his often
confused ismaili sufi ideas as lucidly and coherently as possible this book by dr abdulmamad iloliev phd cambridge university of the
institute of ismaili studies concentrates on assessing his life and thoughts in their historical and religious context it explores how far
mubarak s works represent the indigenous pamiri perception of ismailism and where he stands in relation to general ismaili thought
likewise through the study of the works of mubarak it seeks to explore the distinctive elements of pamiri ismailism which itself is an
interesting but relatively neglected area in religio cultural studies of the minor nations within the diverse civilization of islam in general
and the former soviet union in particular this is a must have resource for all scholars in islamic studies

the imam caliph al mu izz li din allah founder of cairo transformed the emergent fatimid state from a regional power of limited
influence to an impressive mediterranean empire whose authority extended from the shores of the atlantic to the indian ocean his
vision and dynamism contributed to the high watermark of fatimid success in establishing a shi i empire which contributed to the
cultural and intellectual efflorescence of the muslim world the writings of the erudite 15th mamluk scholar taqi al din al magrizi
presented here for the first time in english document this fatimid triumph of the shi i and provide one of the most comprehensive
accounts of the era in this text the only complete history of the fatimids written by a medieval sunni historian al maqrizi demonstrates
a critical discernment regarding the value and limitations of his sources that is unusual among medieval muslim historians of the time
book jacket

al mu'ayyad al shirazi was a medieval arabic islamic scholar and poet committed to the fatimid religio political ideology chief
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missionary for their caliph imams he founded the dynamic tradition of fatimid da‘'wa religious mission poetry that flourished after him
for a thousand years through the succeeding Tayyibi da'wa and continues to thrive today this study examines the manner in which al
mu'ayyad s mission informed the aesthetic rules motifs structures genres motives addressees and aspirations of his poetry it analyzes
the characteristics of al muayyad s verse that render it distinctive above all its use of a unique form of esoteric tawil based religious
symbolism metaphor in fact as manifestation where what appears to be metaphor is the theological reality of the imam this book
features a large number of original translations

this comprehensive new text explores major issues in education today through international and intercultural research the
contributors draw on comparative research from north america africa asia latin america europe and the middle east and touch on
themes including history and philosophy of comparative education the right to education teacher formation alternative pedagogies
testing multiculturalism gender conflict resolution and global citizenship offering a vivid portrayal of global educational practices
contributions from preeminent scholars and invaluable teaching resources this text is vital reading for teachers teachers in training
and comparative education scholars

i b tauris in association with the institute of ismaili studies socrates famously said that the unexamined life is not worth living in
keeping with this dictum taking ethics seriously means engaging with the real world where the human sense of right and wrong is
daily tested at their best all faith traditions are challenged by such testing and if faith inspired ethics are thought to goven the whole
of life their guiding values need constantly to be interpreted by the believer to achieve a practical result in the muslim tradition this is
what the qur an really amounts to a call to strive for belief with a social conscience for fourteen centuries muslim scholars have
grappled with the implications of that call in matters of law social practice and theology and in our own time the quests for civil
society and the rule of law have much to do with the response given to these ethical questions a companion to muslim ethics
explores islam s core conception of the good shared with other great traditions leading experts examine issues such as gender
equality nonviolence dispute resolution the environment health and finance the volume will appeal to all those interested in how
reason faith and circumstance shape difficult moral choices in an increasingly globalised world the ebook editions of this book are
available open access under a cc by nc nd 4 0 licence on bloomsburycollections com open access was funded by the institute of
ismaili studies ltd

a continuation of two earlier series of chronicles philosophy in the mid century frienze 1958 59 and contemporary philosophy frienze
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this book examines the most important writings of a tenth century islamic theologian and jurist who was one of the most original
thinkers of his period it argues that gadi al nu man s works constituted new and vital genres in ismaili shi i literature an emergence
necessitated by the fatimids transition from revolutionary movement to statehood and by their desire to establish their authority as a
shi i alternative to the sunni abbasid caliphate al nu man already famous in the fatimid era produced a legacy which consists of a
school of law historical and biographical works new interpretations of ismaili doctrine and the formulation of a ceremonial language
achieved through his work on court protocol between revolution and state represents a sophisticated and readable analysis of one of
the seminal figures of the fatimid period

the encyclopaedia iranica covers topics related not only to modern persia but also to the whole iranian cultural world including in
depth treatment of tajikistan afghanistan and kurdistan articles also delve into historical and cultural relations with nations such as
egypt britain india and china spanning ancient medieval and modern times the encyclopaedia reveals the geographical
archaeological cultural religious governmental and biographical details that have left their mark on iranian society

iran is poised to re emerge as the powerhouse of the middle east in the 21st century already taking on massive export and energy
diversification projects and working to acquire a nuclear weapons arsenal iran is likely to attain the stature of regional power in the
coming years thanks in no small measure to the vacuum created by the chaos in irag which for many years served as a
counterweight to iran in the region gonzalez illuminates the path toward a new approach to engagement with iran only then can the
united states reap the benefits of a new middle east but is a nuclear armed iran a direct strategic threat to the united states while
post revolutionary politics have harnessed anti americanism as a matter of policy gonzalez argues that this is only a sign of a larger
enterprise of democratization a trajectory of independence as the author calls it this trajectory has led iran to release itself from the
shackles of foreign power intervention and has put it closer to home grown democracy than any other nation in the muslim middle
east this promise of democracy set in the wider scope of iranian shi i jurisprudence and practice is set to elevate the largest segment
of iranian society its educated and pro american youth to the forefront of iranian politics the middle east is in crisis and within every
crisis lies opportunity america must not repeat the myopic mistakes of the past a far sighted and grand strategic approach to
engagement with iran promises to open doors to regional stability and political development only then can america as the global
superpower reap the benefits of a new middle east with the islamic republic of iran at the helm
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mugarnas is sponsored by the aga khan program for islamic architecture at harvard university and the massachusetts institute of
technology cambridge massachusetts in mugarnas articles are being published on all aspects of islamic visual culture historical and
contemporary as well as articles dealing with unpublished textual primary sources
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among the various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice.
These sites offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what makes these sites so valuable, and
where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites
When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.
Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway around the world, you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an internet connection.
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Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to contemporary novels, academic texts to children's
books, free ebook sites cover all genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites
There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of offerings.
Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site provides a wealth of classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource
for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and publishers worldwide. While not all books are
available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly and offers books in multiple formats.
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BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource for students and professionals.
How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not only harm authors and publishers but
can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety
Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to distribute the book and that you're
not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.
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Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including textbooks and scholarly articles.
Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites great for personal development.
Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for different grade levels and subjects.
Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of education.
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Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young adult novels.
Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with visual impairments.
Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy books.
Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a comfortable reading experience for you.
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Organizing Your Ebook Library
Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your favorite titles.
Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can pick up right where you left off, no matter
which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a limitation in areas with poor connectivity.
Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.
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Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless and enjoyable.
Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly vital role in learning.
Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books without the financial burden. They are
invaluable resources for readers of all ages and interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features.
So why not explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books that are in the public domain or have the
rights to distribute them. How do | know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security measures. Can | download ebooks to any device?
Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats, making them compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for those who prefer
listening to their books. How can | support authors if | use free ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their books when
possible, leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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