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in 1462 the throne of the principality of moscow passed to ivan iii 1462 1505 who succeeded in
throwing off the tatar yoke for the next 200 years this new state struggled to maintain her
borders against a series of attacks from the lithuanians swedes and poles to the west as well as
the tatars to the south they achieved this through the development of a network of fortified sites
and  a  series  of  linear  defensive  systems  this  book  examine  how these  fortifications  were
developed to respond to ever changing situations under the command of such charismatic rulers
as ivan the terrible right through to the military reforms of peter the great

in the early days of world war i germany unveiled a new weapon the mobile 42cm 16 5 inch m
gerät howitzer at the time it was the largest artillery piece of its kind in the world and a closely
guarded secret when war broke out two of the howitzers were rushed directly from the factory
to liege where they quickly destroyed two forts and compelled the fortress to surrender after
repeat performances at namur maubeuge and antwerp german soldiers christened the howitzers
grosse or dicke berta fat or big bertha after bertha von krupp owner of the krupp armament
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works  that  built  the  howitzers  the  nickname was  soon picked up by  german press  which
triumphed the 42cm howitzers as wunderwaffe wonder weapons and the legend of big bertha
was born this book details the design and development of german siege guns before and during
world war i accompanying the text are many rare never before published photographs of big
bertha and the other german siege guns colour illustrations depict the most important aspects of
the german siege artillery

following the defeat of france in the franco prussian war of 1870 71 the german army began to
construct  a  fortress  line from strasbourg to luxembourg to protect  their  new territory the
centrepiece of which was the great moselstellung moselle position of metz thionville illustrated
with rare photographs and full  colour cutaway artwork this book examines the design and
development of the fortress and analyses its use in combat focusing particularly on the part it
played in holding up general patton s third army s advance across france in 1944

when war broke out  between the united states  and great  britain in 1812 neither  side was
prepared for the conflict as evidenced by their respective fortifications the most sophisticated
and modern fortifications were those built by the us corps of engineers to protect some of the
main port cities these included fort mifflin in philadelphia fort mchenry in baltimore and castle
william in new york the british also heavily fortified their main harbor at halifax and their main
center of power at quebec however elsewhere especially in the interior fortifications were old
neglected or only hastily erected the forts at detroit and mackinac were much as the british had
left them in 1796 this book covers all of the main fortifications of the conflict those that faced the
crashing of guns and those whose intimidation played a part in the grand strategy of the war

according to russian legend in the year ad 862 the slav tribes of what is now european russia
invited a number of scandinavian princes to rule over them however on the death of these
princes prince oleg seized kiev and united the northern and southern russian territories building
extensive fortifications to protect its borders the rise of feudalism in the 11th century lead to the
development of individual fortified sites and the extended border defenses fell into disrepair
consequently mongol hordes poured over the border introducing the siege warfare techniques of
the east heavily influencing the fortification styles thereafter using a wealth of archeological
evidence and first hand sources konstantin nossov charts the history of the medieval russian
fortress  from  its  early  beginnings  until  the  14th  century  paying  special  attention  to  the
development of one of the most iconic fortifications in the world the kremlin

heavyweights examines the use of these massive weapons of war from stone shot cannon to the
atomic artillery of the 1950s

the greatest period of inca expansion occurred during the reigns of pachacuti 1438 71 tupa inca
1471 93 and huayna capac 1493 1527 from the mountain stronghold of cuzco they subjugated the
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surrounding kingdoms and territories absorbing their civilizations and their peoples by 1525
they dominated much of the west of the continent relying on fortified strongholds an extensive
system of roads and bridges and obligatory military service to control local populations this
illustrated volume takes a detailed look at the development of incan fortification techniques and
examines how they came to be overrun by the spanish conquistadors

the maginot line the massive series of fortifications built by france in the 1930s to defend its
borders with germany and italy is perhaps the most maligned collection of fortifications ever
built  despite  being  a  technological  marvel  and  the  most  sophisticated  and  complex  set  of
fortifications built up to that time it failed to save france from crushing defeat in 1940 yet there
are those who argue that it accomplished exactly what it was designed to do this book provides a
concise  and  informative  treatment  of  the  maginot  line  from  north  east  france  to  the
mediterranean packed with plans contemporary and modern images plus digital  artwork it
presents a detailed visual exploration of this famous fortification system

on 26 august 1071 a large byzantine army under emperor romanus iv met the saljuq turk forces
of sultan alp arslan near the town of manzikert the battle ended in a decisive defeat for the
byzantine forces with the byzantine emperor captured and much of his fabled varangian guard
killed this battle is seen as the primary trigger of the crusades and as the moment when the
power of the east roman or byzantine empire was irreparably broken the saljuq victory opened
up anatolia to turkish islamic conquest which was eventually followed by the establishment of
the ottoman state nevertheless the battle itself was the culmination of a christian byzantine
offensive intended to strengthen the eastern frontiers of the empire and re establish byzantine
domination over armenia and northern mesopotamia turkish saljuq victory was in no sense
inevitable and might in fact have come as something of a surprise to those who achieved it it was
not only the battle of manzikert that had such profound and far reaching consequences many of
these  stemmed from the  debilitating  byzantine  civil  war  which followed and was  a  direct
consequence of the defeat

when the romans withdrew from britain the north of the country was ruled by the mysterious
ancient british race the picts much of what is known about these painted warriors comes from
the remains of the fortifications that they left scattered around scotland although the picts are
famous as sea raiders they were also subjected to attacks from a number of opponents to their
south  the  romano british  reoccupied  the  abandoned  roman fortifications  and  hired  saxon
mercenaries to strike against the picts meanwhile from the west a new group the scoti attacked
from ireland this book covers the fortification of the ancient picts in all their conflicts and
discusses the importance of these sites as religious centres and seats of power while using up to
date archaeological evidence to help unravel the mystery of this ancient race

the east wall was where the final battles for the stricken third reich were fought amid scenes of
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utter carnage beginning life at the end of world war i the wall became a pet project of adolf hitler
s whose ascent to power saw building work accelerated with plans for a grand maginot style
defence  put  in  place  but  with  a  characteristically  erratic  change  of  heart  hitler  began  to
systematically strip the wall of its best defensive assets to bolster the atlantic wall never dreaming
that  he  would  face  an  attack  on  two  fronts  despite  belated  and  somewhat  bungled
reinforcements later in the war the east wall would face a monstrous challenge as it became the
reich s last redoubt in the face of the mighty soviet war machine neil short brings his expert
knowledge to bear with an analysis of different stages of the wall s construction the years of
neglect and decay and the hasty drastic redevelopment in the face of the looming soviet threat

designed in a great rush at the end of 1917 just in time to take part in the german standard fighter
competition held in january february 1918 the d vii  easily  walked away with first  prize as
germanys premier fighter unit von richthofens jg i led by hermann göring in the wake of the red
baron s recent death received the first examples of the d vii to reach the frontline in late april
built to oppose the new generation of french spad xiiis and british se 5as and camel fighters the d
vii was arguably the best all round fighting scout of the great war

the third reich s last ditch efforts to sweep the massed allied bomber formations from the skies of
germany centred around the new crop of jet wonder weapons that were issued to the jagdwaffe
from mid 1944 onwards far in advance of anything the allies had even in the experimental phase
types like the me 262 he 162 me 163 and the ar 234 could perform their combat sorties with
relative impunity however paucity in numbers and unreliable jet engines eventually cancelled
out any technological edge that these aircraft offered

responsible for destroying 1294 enemy aircraft between june 1917 and november 1918 the camel
was the most successful fighting scout employed by either side in terms of the sheer number of
victories  that  it  scored  the  camel  was  renowned for  its  sensitivity  and need  for  skill  and
experience and casualties amongst pilots undergoing training on the type were very high more
than 5490 examples were constructed and this book covers its combat use on the western front
in palestine on the italian front in the home defence role in the uk and in russia

includes entries for maps and atlases
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What is a Osprey Fortress 381.
PDF? A PDF (Portable
Document Format) is a file
format developed by Adobe
that preserves the layout and
formatting of a document,
regardless of the software,
hardware, or operating system
used to view or print it.

How do I create a Osprey2.
Fortress 38 PDF? There are
several ways to create a PDF:

Use software like Adobe3.
Acrobat, Microsoft Word, or
Google Docs, which often
have built-in PDF creation
tools. Print to PDF: Many
applications and operating
systems have a "Print to PDF"
option that allows you to save
a document as a PDF file
instead of printing it on paper.
Online converters: There are
various online tools that can
convert different file types to
PDF.

How do I edit a Osprey4.
Fortress 38 PDF? Editing a
PDF can be done with
software like Adobe Acrobat,
which allows direct editing of
text, images, and other
elements within the PDF.
Some free tools, like

PDFescape or Smallpdf, also
offer basic editing capabilities.

How do I convert a Osprey5.
Fortress 38 PDF to another
file format? There are multiple
ways to convert a PDF to
another format:

Use online converters like6.
Smallpdf, Zamzar, or Adobe
Acrobats export feature to
convert PDFs to formats like
Word, Excel, JPEG, etc.
Software like Adobe Acrobat,
Microsoft Word, or other
PDF editors may have options
to export or save PDFs in
different formats.

How do I password-protect a7.
Osprey Fortress 38 PDF? Most
PDF editing software allows
you to add password
protection. In Adobe Acrobat,
for instance, you can go to
"File" -> "Properties" ->
"Security" to set a password to
restrict access or editing
capabilities.

Are there any free alternatives8.
to Adobe Acrobat for working
with PDFs? Yes, there are
many free alternatives for
working with PDFs, such as:

LibreOffice: Offers PDF9.
editing features. PDFsam:
Allows splitting, merging, and
editing PDFs. Foxit Reader:
Provides basic PDF viewing
and editing capabilities.

How do I compress a PDF file?10.
You can use online tools like
Smallpdf, ILovePDF, or
desktop software like Adobe
Acrobat to compress PDF files

without significant quality
loss. Compression reduces the
file size, making it easier to
share and download.

Can I fill out forms in a PDF11.
file? Yes, most PDF
viewers/editors like Adobe
Acrobat, Preview (on Mac), or
various online tools allow you
to fill out forms in PDF files
by selecting text fields and
entering information.

Are there any restrictions12.
when working with PDFs?
Some PDFs might have
restrictions set by their
creator, such as password
protection, editing
restrictions, or print
restrictions. Breaking these
restrictions might require
specific software or tools,
which may or may not be legal
depending on the
circumstances and local laws.

Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With the
rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in
their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks,
free ebook sites have emerged
as a popular choice. These
sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment
without the cost. But what
makes these sites so valuable,
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and where can you find the
best ones? Let's dive into the
world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading,
free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save
you money. Buying books can
be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free
ebook sites allow you to
access a vast array of books
without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world,
you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an internet
connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook

sites cover all genres and
interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and range
of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a
pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000
titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in
the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a
webpage for every book ever
published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a
fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to
search and preview millions
of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While
not all books are available for
free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in

various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers books
in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business books,
making it an excellent
resource for students and
professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is
crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not
downloading pirated content.
Pirated ebooks not only harm
authors and publishers but
can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software
and keep your devices
updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in
downloaded files.
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Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright
laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including
textbooks and scholarly
articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking
to programming, making
these sites great for personal
development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational

materials for different grade
levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers, the
fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and
more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks
on a wide range of subjects,
helping reduce the financial
burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find
a plethora of children's books,
from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance
accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those who
prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to
suit your reading comfort,
making it easier for those
with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into
audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy
books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your
ebook reading experience,
consider these tips.
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Choosing the Right
Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your
Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your favorite
titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library
across multiple devices, so
you can pick up right where
you left off, no matter which
device you're using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and
Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for
free, and sometimes the

quality of the digital copy can
be poor.

Digital Rights
Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you
use the ebooks you download,
limiting sharing and
transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising
for free ebook sites as
technology continues to
advance.

Technological
Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing and
reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet
access globally will help more
people benefit from free

ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites
offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the
financial burden. They are
invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and
interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?
Yes, most free ebook sites are
legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public
domain or have the rights to
distribute them. How do I
know if an ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known and
reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library,
and Google Books. Check
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reviews and ensure the site
has proper security measures.
Can I download ebooks to
any device? Most free ebook
sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making
them compatible with various

devices like e-readers, tablets,
and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks?
Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect
for those who prefer listening

to their books. How can I
support authors if I use free
ebook sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their
books when possible, leaving
reviews, and sharing their
work with others.
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