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provocative and richly textured schwartz s analyses of the inadequacies of contemporary
scientific views of human nature are compelling but the consequences are even more worthy
of note los angeles times out of the investigations and speculations of contemporary science a
challenging view of human behavior and society has emerged and gained strength it is a view
that equates human nature utterly and unalterably with the pursuit of self interest influenced by
this view people increasingly appeal to natural imperatives instead of moral ones to explain

and justify their actions and those of others

no one who cares about the human future can afford to ignore edward o wilson s book on
human nature begins a new phase in the most important intellectual controversy of this
generation is human behavior controlled by the species biological heritage does this heritage

limit human destiny



Social Psychology And Human Nature 2nd Edition

in this book jonathan h turner combines sociology evolutionary biology cladistic analysis from
biology and comparative neuroanatomy to examine human nature as inherited from common
ancestors shared by humans and present day great apes selection pressures altered this
inherited legacy for the ancestors of humans termed hominins for being bipedal and forced
greater organization than extant great apes when the hominins moved into open country
terrestrial habitats the effects of these selection pressures increased hominin ancestors
emotional capacities through greater social and group orientation this shift in turn enabled
further selection for a larger brain articulated speech and culture along the human line turner
elaborates human nature as a series of overlapping complexes that are the outcome of the
inherited legacy of great apes being fed through the transforming effects of a larger brain
speech and culture these complexes he shows can be understood as the cognitive complex
the psychological complex the emotions complex the interaction complex and the community

complex

understanding human nature the psychology of personality is a seminal work by alfred adler an
austrian psychiatrist and psychotherapist published in 1927 this book presents adler s theories
on personality and human behavior which laid the foundation for the school of individual
psychology in the book adler explores the fundamental aspects of human nature including the
dynamics of personality development the influence of social factors and the significance of
individual experiences and perceptions he emphasizes the importance of understanding the
subjective experiences of individuals and how they shape their behavior and worldview one of
adler s key concepts is the inferiority complex which he argues is a driving force behind human
behavior he suggests that individuals strive for superiority to overcome feelings of inferiority
and that these efforts shape their personality and motivations understanding human nature
offers insights into various aspects of human psychology including the formation of personality
traits the role of early childhood experiences and the impact of societal influences adler s
holistic approach to understanding human behavior continues to influence psychology and
psychotherapy to this day

this anthology brings together 45 selections by a wide range of philosophers and other thinkers
and provides a representative sampling of the approaches to the study of human nature that
have been taken within the western tradition the selections range in time from the ancient
greeks to the 1990s and in political orientation from the conservative individualism of ayn rand
to the liberalism of john rawls classic writings from the sixteenth through nineteenth centuries
are here descartes machiavelli hobbes rousseau and so on but so are a wide range of
twentieth century writings including a number of feminist voices the biological theory of edward
o wilson and the cultural materialist theory of marvin harris a substantial selection of christian
views of human nature is a central part of the anthology the anthology is as notable for its
depth as it is for its breadth an important editorial principle has been to include a variety of
substantial selections thus allowing the reader to engage more readily with some of the
complexities of each approach
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now available together as a set for a discounted price theories of human nature with human

nature a reader by joel j kupperman

this anthology provides a set of distinctive influential views that explore the mysteries of human
nature from a variety of perspectives it can be read on its own or in conjunction with joel

kupperman s text theories of human nature

recent empirical and philosophical research into the evolutionary history of homo sapiens the
origins of the mind brain and the development of human culture has sparked heated debates
about what it means to be human and how knowledge about humans from the sciences and
humanities should be understood conversations on human nature featuring 20 interviews with
leading scholars in biology psychology anthropology philosophy and theology brings these
debates to life for teachers students and general readers the book outlines the basic scientific
philosophical and theological issues involved in understanding human nature organizes
material from the various disciplines under four broad headings 1 evolution brains and human
nature 2 biocultural human nature 3 persons minds and human nature 4 religion theology and
human nature concludes with fuentes and visala s discussion of what researchers into human

nature agree on what they disagree on and what we need to learn to resolve those differences

summary this book is if you ve ever wondered about human behavior wonder no more in the
laws of human nature greene takes a look at 18 laws that reveal who we are and why we do
the things we do humans are complex beings but greene uses these laws to strip human
nature down to its bare bones every law that he presents is supported by a real life historical
account with an insightful twist to drive the point home as you read the book don t be surprised
if you get the feeling that everyone you know including yourself is described in the book
disclaimer this is an unofficial summary and not the original book it is designed to record all the

key points of the original book

this book explores the idea of human nature and the many understandings of it put forward by
such diverse figures as aristotle rousseau marx freud darwin and e o wilson each chapter
looks at a different theory and offers a concise explanation assessing the theory s plausibility
without forcing it into a mould some chapters deal with the ideas of only one thinker while
others such as the chapters on liberalism and feminism present a variety of different positions
a clear distinction is made between theories of human nature and the political theories which
so often follow from them for the new edition loptson has addressed the new developments in
the rapidly expanding genetic and paleontological record as well as expanded the discussion
of the christian theory of human nature by incorporating the ideas of the marx scholar and
social theorist g a cohen the new edition has also been substantively revised and updated

throughout

questions for further consideration and recommended further reading which follow each

relevant chapter encourage readers to think further and to craft their own perspectives
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unpopular in its day david hume s sprawling three volume a treatise of human nature 1739 40
has withstood the test of time and had enormous impact on subsequent philosophical thought
hume s comprehensive effort to form an observationally grounded study of human nature
employs john locke s empiric principles to construct a theory of knowledge from which to
evaluate metaphysical ideas a key to modern studies of eighteenth century western philosophy
the treatise considers numerous classic philosophical issues including causation existence
freedom and necessity and morality unabridged republication of the edition originally published
by oxford at the clarendon press london 1888

with the same erudition and wit that characterized his climate man and history robert claiborne
now tackles the evolution of human nature drawing heavily on recent studies of our closest
relatives the apes and monkeys he seeks to delineate the inherited likes dislikes and
tendencies which still shape though they do not rigidly determine our behavior

looks at the major schools of psychology and considers the claims or assumptions being made
about human nature and their position on the associated issues of consciousness the self the
body other people and the physical world

our views on human nature are fundamental to the whole development indeed the whole future
of human society originally published in 1974 professor thorpe believed that this was one of the
most important and significant topics to which a biologist can address himself and in this book
he attempts a synthetic view of the nature of man and animal based on the five disciplines of
physiology ethology genetics psychology and philosophy in a masterly survey of the natural
order he shows the animal world as part of yet distinct from the inanimate world he then treats
aspects of the animal world which approach the human world in behaviour and capabilities
examining simple organisms communications in vertebrates and invertebrates innate
behaviour versus acquired behaviour and animal perception in the second part of the book he
deals with those aspects of human nature for which there is no analogy and which constitute
man s uniqueness his consciousness of his past his awareness of his future and his desire to
understand the meaning of his existence the primary facts which demonstrate the importance
of this book arise from the ever growing power of man over his environment and his apparent
inability to foresee and cope with the dangers of uncontrolled population growth on the one
hand and the wildly irrational waste and degradation of the natural resources of the world on
the other professor thorpe believes that an immense responsibility lies with literate men of
good will particularly scientists to convince man that he is the spearhead and custodian of a
stupendous evolutionary process animal nature and human nature integrates scientific fact
with sound theological thought in an attempt to fulfil in a manner previously impossible pascal s
injunction that it is dangerous to show man too clearly how much he resembles the beast
without at the same time showing him his greatness it is also dangerous to allow him too clear
a vision of his greatness without his baseness it is even more dangerous to leave him in

ignorance of both but it is very profitable to show him both
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this book is written for young students in high schools and normal schools no knowledge can

be of more use to a young person than a knowledge of himself no study can be more valuable

to him than a study of himself a study of the laws of human behavior that is the purpose of this

book what is human nature like why do we act as we do how can we make ourselves different

how can we make others different how can we make ourselves more efficient how can we

make our lives more worth while this book is a manual intended to help young people to obtain

such knowledge of human nature as will enable them to answer these questions i have not

attempted to write a complete text on psychology there are already many such books and

good ones too i have selected for treatment only such topics as young students can study with

interest and profit i have tried to keep in mind all the time the practical worth of the matters

discussed and the ability and experience of the intended readers
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