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professor tommy koh is singapore s ambassador at large at the ministry of foreign affairs rector of
tembusu college special adviser of the institute of policy studies and chairman of the centre for
international law national university of singapore in his distinguished career prof koh has served
as singapore s permanent representative to the united nations as ambassador to the united states
of america as president of the third un conference on the law of the sea and chairman of the
preparatory committee and the main committee of the un conference on environment and
development he was the un secretary general s special envoy to russia estonia latvia and
lithuania he chaired two dispute panels for the wto he was also singapore s chief negotiator for
the us singapore free trade agreement he was also the chairman of the group which drafted the
asean charter he chairs three committees for the national university of singapore relating to law
asia research and environmental management an active patron of the arts prof koh has served as
chairman of the national heritage board national arts council and many other cultural groups in
recognition of his meritorious public service and achievements he was conferred many honours
both locally and internationally he has been named as champion of the earth in 2006 by the un
environment programme unep prof koh has been selected to receive harvard s 2014 great
negotiator award sponsored by the program on negotiation based at harvard law school an
interuniversity consortium of harvard mit and tufts as well as harvard s program on the future of
diplomacy this collection of prof koh s favourite essays and lectures gives the reader an insight
into his illustrious academic and diplomatic career the volume also includes his articles on

diplomacy and international law art culture heritage nature and environmental issues
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interuniversity consortium of harvard mit and tufts as well as harvard s program on the future of
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this book aims to celebrate the many contributions of professor tommy koh as a singaporean
diplomat public intellectual and social changemaker it is an account of the ideas and ideals of an
extraordinary singaporean public servant who was not only born with the talent and ability to
traverse many areas of society but one who when given the opportunity had the drive and
ambition to make the most of it to create a better world for singaporeans and the global
community experts in the various fields of endeavour and people who have worked with him
examine his significant contributions in essays that are organised in four main sections diplomacy
and international relations arts culture and heritage progressive society international law and a
fifth section that features tributes contributed by his colleagues and former classmates set in the
context of singapore a nation known for its socio economic progress its ability to punch above its
own weight in international relations as well as its increasing appreciation for heritage the arts and
sustainable development this book illustrates the power of the individual and sense of agency that
can create the systems and structures to achieve all those things the story of professor tommy
koh as captured in this book should energise other change agents to go out and create the
progressive inclusive and sustainable world they want an inspirational collection for general
readers this book reflects the spirit of singapore s pioneer generation whose determination and

tenacity turned the nation into the modern day miracle that singapore is today

dr wee kim wee was a pioneering singaporean journalist and diplomat with a most improbable rise
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and rise in life among his many other accomplishments he helped end a regional war kept one of
the world s oldest newspapers alive till today and rescued the presidency of the republic of
singapore from a spell in the gutter just as water softens stone he overcame the grimmest odds
with his winsome ways and unimpeachable character this meticulously researched book brims
with fresh insights about the man most singaporeans claimed as my president they include telling
facets from the author s interviews with more than 30 people who knew dr wee best in every
decade of his storied life dr wee started out being too poor to complete secondary school to
holding singapore s highest office his lightly worn shrewdness and genuine regard for all living
things plucked him out of obscurity and thrust him into moments that shook singapore eventually
making him a beloved household name dr wee was the embodiment of singapore exceptionalism
and this biography is the last word on a sort of man that singapore will rarely if ever encounter

again

the thucydides trap and a us china face off are not structurally inevitable us china relations are
what the us and china make of them phua focuses on the ability to see us as us and china as
china to trigger both countries cultural tendencies towards pragmatism phua examines china s
arduous journey to fit in the westphalian system the deep cultural misunderstandings by the west
of sunzi s the art of war and attempts to offer an inside out cultural synthesis of classical and
modern chinese thought as a proxy of their operational code beyond the standard clichés about
confucian and daoist thought he builds on jervis perception and misperception as well as alastair
johnston s cultural realism readers will benefit from a culturally chinese western educated and
politically neutral understanding of china as china an essential primer for academics practitioners

and students of international relations diplomacy and chinese culture

this book examines the south china sea territorial disputes from the perspective of international
order the authors argue that both china and the us are attempting to impose their respective
preferred orders to the region and that the observed disputes are due to the clash of two
competing order building projects ordering the maritime space is essential for these two countries
to validate their national identities and to achieve ontological security because both are ontological
security seeking states this imperative gives them little room for striking a grand bargain between
them the book focuses on how china and the us engage in practices and discourses that build

contest and legitimise the two major ordering projects they promote in the region it concludes that
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china must act in its legitimation strategy in accordance with contemporary publicly accepted
norms and rules to create a legitimate maritime order while the us should support asean in

devising a multilateral resolution of the disputes

what is pragmatism is it a means to an end or an end in itself is it antithetical to ideology or
morality arguing that pragmatism is a skill much more than an attribute phua examines how
viewing it in this way can help achieve better foreign policy outcomes he examines and contrasts
the ways in which the united states china and singapore have incorporated pragmatism into their
approaches to foreign policy in doing so he debunks dualistic myths around pragmatism and
ideology and promotes the view of pragmatism as a skill that can be developed an essential

primer for students analysts and policymakers with a fresh and practical approach to pragmatism

this book offers a comprehensive practitioner s guide to negotiating at the united nations although
much of the content can be applied broadly the guide focuses on navigating multilateral
negotiations at the un the book is a tool to help new un negotiators explaining basic negotiation
concepts and offering insight into the complexities of the un system it also offers a playbook for
cooperation for negotiators at any level exploring the dynamics of relationships and alliances the
art of chairing a negotiation and the importance of balancing the power asymmetries present in
any multilateral discussion the book proposes improvements to the un negotiation process and
looks at the impact of information technologies on negotiation dynamics it also shares stories from
women un delegates illustrating what it means to be a female negotiator at the un this book is an
exploration of the power of the individual in any negotiation and of the responsibility all negotiators
have in wielding that power to speak for a better world this book will be of much interest to
students of diplomacy global governance foreign policy and international relations as well as

practitioners and policymakers

as singapore enters its 50th year of independence it is a good time to reflect on its past as well as
look to the future 50 years of singapore europe relations celebrating singapore s connections with
europe is one such contribution to the wide collection of books commemorating singapore s 50th
birthday the essays and articles in this edited volume capture historical moments reveal the
heartfelt wishes and thoughtful comments of europeans who have made singapore their home
chronicle some of the long standing partnerships and ponder the future challenges of singapore
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this unique book contains a wide range of essays and articles reflecting on the strong connections
that singapore enjoys with europe not only at the official level but also through the contributions
that europeans and european companies have made and continue to make which enrich
singaporean society these essays provide a kaleidoscope of views on singapore they explore how
close ties and partnerships are forged between nations how businesses see singapore as a
trustworthy partner and place to invest and establish roots and at a more personal level the
articles also present different perspectives on the strengths and at times the weaknesses of
singapore as viewed through the eyes of europeans who live and work in singapore and consider
it as their home in commemorating singapore s 50th birthday this book will add to the
understanding of the richness and diversity of singapore society and help readers appreciate and
reflect on how openness and connectivity have contributed to the success of singapore in its first
50 years

this volume reflects on the past present and future of singapore s politics and society through
selected works from leading government figures academics and practitioners the chapters of this
volume detail the crucial drivers of singapore s success namely good governance a renewed
social compact and enduring bilateral relations part i covers insights about governing values and
philosophies leadership succession and the country s political system part ii details contemporary
issues relating to singapore s social compact such as the arts culture and sports healthcare as
well as housing and community building part iii features think pieces on singapore s foreign policy
principles her long standing bilateral relations with diplomatic partners as well as national security
this volume serves as a commemoration and celebration of singapore s 60 years of nation
building thus far giving readers not just a thorough understanding of the factors undergirding the
country s success but also valuable insights on how we might all ensure the continuation of this

success into the future
history of public services in singapore

professor tommy koh one of the most distinguished diplomats of our time was singapore s long
time ambassador to the un and he played a key role in global negotiations on the law of the sea
and on environment issues this collection of his speeches and writing provides an insider s view

of the workings and failing of the un systems and suggests practical measures for reforming the

6 The Tommy Koh Reader Favourite Essays And Lectures



The Tommy Koh Reader Favourite Essays And Lectures

global body it offers firsthand insights into the techniques and intricacies of multilateral
negotiations and bargaining accessible to the general reader and specialist this elegantly written

volume offers insight into key political economic and strategic issues facing the asia pacific region

collectively the essays in the volume paint a comprehensive portrait of the evolving singapore
society through an examination of 1 its fundamental social structure and the sources of social
division in terms of class ethnicity gender and culture 2 its basic social institutions religion politics
marriage and the family and their interconnections and 3 the policies relating to and
consequences of its key social economic and developmental processes industrialization
urbanization and community development and demographic changes understanding singapore
society is geared to a wide audience for the general readers it makes available a broad range of
sociological writings which would contribute to public discourse on social and cultural issues in
singapore for students or undergraduates the collection offers local data and findings from which
to understand singapore society and learn sociology through examples drawn from the singapore
context needless to say the volume can also serve as a source book to graduate students and
researchers especially those from other cultures seeking to build up an understanding of the
theoretical perspectives hypotheses and new ideas generated in the asian context in general and

singapore in particular
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we

read, making books more accessible than ever.

With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry
entire libraries in their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites
have emerged as a popular choice. These sites
offer a treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what makes
these sites so valuable, and where can you find
the best ones? Let's dive into the world of free
ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites

offer numerous advantages.
Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without

spending a dime.
Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.

Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can access your favorite
titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an

internet connection.
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Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the
public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every
book ever published. It offers millions of free
ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for
readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and

publishers worldwide. While not all books are

available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-

friendly and offers books in multiple formats.
BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent

resource for students and professionals.
How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can

also pose security risks.
Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.
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Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not

violating copyright laws.
Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational

purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library
offer numerous academic resources, including

textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites

great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for

different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook

sites ensures there's something for everyone.
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Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with

options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,
self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the financial

burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young

adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that

enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great

for those who prefer listening to reading.
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Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier for those with visual

impairments.
Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading

experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a

comfortable reading experience for you.
Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access

your favorite titles.
Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can pick
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up right where you left off, no matter which

device you're using.
Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come

with challenges and limitations.
Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be

poor.
Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring

between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires
an internet connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor connectivity.
Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites

as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
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accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will

help more people benefit from free ebook sites.
Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.
Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide range of books
without the financial burden. They are
invaluable resources for readers of all ages and
interests, providing educational materials,
entertainment, and accessibility features. So

why not explore these sites and discover the
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wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books
that are in the public domain or have the rights
to distribute them. How do | know if an ebook
site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable
sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the
site has proper security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any device? Most free
ebook sites offer downloads in multiple formats,
making them compatible with various devices
like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect
for those who prefer listening to their books.
How can | support authors if | use free ebook
sites? You can support authors by purchasing
their books when possible, leaving reviews, and
sharing their work with others.
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