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hardbound the interrelationship of religion and tourism has barely been touched upon in

scholarly research this book aims to present and analyze this relationship from sociological

economic and anthropological perspectives the religious tourist and categories of religiously

motivated tourism are delineated and numerous contemporary issues worthy of attention and

research  are  identified  this  provides  insights  into  the  relationship  between tourism and

religion suppression or encouragement of one by the other potential and actual conflicts their

mutual  casualty  and impact  the  expression  of  religious  feeling  or  freedom the  touristic

determinants of pilgrimages etc the author ends with his own observations and conclusions

regarding the future of the relationship and its likely direction and development
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this  book  reviews  tourist  motivations  for  making  religious  or  spiritual  journeys  and  the

management aspects related to them it  explores sacred journeys across both traditional

religions such as christianity and islam and newer forms of pilgrimage faith systems and quasi

religious activities such as sport music and food demonstrating to the reader the intrinsic

elements and events that play a crucial role within the destination management process it

provides a timely re assessment of the increasing interconnections between religion and

spirituality as a motivation for travel providing researchers and students of tourism religious

studies anthropology and related subjects with an important review of the topic this book aims

to bridge the ever widening gap between specialists within the religious tourism management

and education sectors

religion and spirituality are still among the most common motivations for travel many major

tourism destinations have developed largely as a result of their connections to sacred people

places and events providing a comprehensive assessment of the primary issues and concepts

related to this  intersection of  tourism and religion this  revealing book gives a balanced

discussion of both the theoretical and applied subjects that destination planners religious

organizations scholars and tourism service providers must deal with on a daily basis bringing

together  a  distinguished  list  of  contributors  this  volume  takes  a  global  approach  and

incorporates substantial  empirical  cases from hinduism islam judaism roman catholicism

mormonism new ageism sikhism buddhism and the spiritual philosophies of east asia on a

conceptual level it  considers amongst other topics contested heritage the pilgrim tourist

dichotomy secularization of pilgrimage experiences religious humanism educational aspects

of religious tourism commodification of religious icons and services a vibrant collection of

essays this outstanding book discusses many important practices paradigms and problems

that are currently being examined and debated it raises an array of significant and interesting

questions and as such is a valuable resource for students scholars and researchers of tourism

religion and cultural studies

within the past 10 years religious tourism has seen both economic and education sector

growth on a  global  scale  this  book addresses the central  role  of  religious tourism and

interrelationships  with  other  aspects  of  pilgrimage  management  it  provides  practical

applications models and illustrations and looks at secular and sacred spaces on a global

stage the second edition sees the introduction of a new structure and the addition of new

international  case  studies  it  is  an  invaluable  reference  for  academics  students  and

practitioners and is a timely text on the future of faith based tourism and pilgrimage

this book examines both specific issues and more general problems stemming from the

interaction  of  religion  travel  and  tourism  with  hospitality  and  culture  as  well  as  the

implications for site management and interpretation it explores the oldest form of religious

tourism pilgrimage from its  original  form to the multiple spiritual  and secular  variations

practised today along with issues and conflicts arising from the collision of religion politics
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and tourism the volume considers the impact of tourism and tourist numbers on religious

features communities and phenomena including the deliberate involvement of some religious

agencies in tourism it also addresses the ways in which religious beliefs and philosophies

affect the behaviour and perceptions of tourists as well as hosts the book illustrates how

different faiths interact with tourism and the issues of catering for religious tourists of the

major faiths as well  as managing the interaction between increasing numbers of secular

tourists and pilgrims at religious sites

jerusalem is a city with a singular nature home to three religions it contains spiritual meaning

for people the world over it is at once a tourist destination and a location with a complex

political  reality  tourism therefore is  an integral  part  of  jerusalem s development and its

political conflicts the book traces tourism and pilgrimage to jerusalem from the late ottoman

era through the british mandate during the period of the divided city and to the reunification

of the city under israeli rule throughout the city s evolution is shown to be intertwined with its

tourist industry as tourist sites accommodations infrastructure and services transform the city

s structures and open spaces at the same time tourism is wielded by various parties in an

effort to gain political recognition to bolster territorial control or to garner support the city s

future and the role tourism can play in it are examined while the construction of a security

fence will  have many implications on jerusalem s tourist  industry steps are proposed to

minimize the effects of the security fence and optimize tourism written by leading academics

this title will be valuable reading for students academics and researchers in the fields of

tourism religious studies geography history cultural studies and anthropology

the remarkable growth in religious tourism across the world has generated considerable

interest in the impacts of this type of tourism focusing here on environmental issues this book

moves beyond the documentation of environmental impacts to examine in greater depth the

intersections between religious tourism and the environment beginning with an in depth

introduction that highlights the intersections between religion tourism and the environment

the book then focuses on the environment as a resource or generator for religious tourism

and  as  a  recipient  of  the  impacts  of  religious  tourism chapters  included  discuss  such

important areas as theological views environmental responsibility and host perspectives

pilgrimage  beyond  the  officially  sacred  understanding  the  geographies  of  religion  and

spirituality  in  sacred  travel  examines  the  many  ways  in  which  pilgrimage  engages  with

sacredness  delving  beyond  the  officially  recognized  and  often  religiously  conceived

pilgrimage sites as scholarship examining the lived experiences of pilgrims and tourists has

demonstrated pilgrimage need not be religious in nature nor be officially sanctioned rather

they can be hyper meaningful voyages set apart from the everyday profane life in a word they

are sacred separating the social category of religion from the sacred this volume brings

together  a  multidisciplinary  group of  scholars  employing perspectives  from anthropology

geography  sociology  religious  studies  theology  and  interdisciplinary  tourism  studies  to
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theorize  sacredness  its  variability  and  the  ways  in  which  it  is  officially  recognized  or

condemned by power brokers rich in case studies from sacred centers throughout the world

the contributions pay close attention to the ways in which pilgrims central authorities site

managers locals and other stakeholders on the ground appropriate negotiate shape contest or

circumvent  the  powerful  forces  of  the  sacred  delving  beyond  the  officially  sacred  this

collective examination of pilgrimages both well established and new religious and secular

authorized and not presents a compelling look at the interplay of secular powers and the

transcendent forces of the sacred at these hyper meaningful sites providing a blueprint for

how work in the anthropology and geography of religion and the fields of pilgrimage and

religious tourism may move forward pilgrimage beyond the officially sacred will be of great

interest to an interdisciplinary field of scholars the chapters were originally published as a

special issue in tourism geographies

conflicts religion and culture in tourism highlights the role of religious tourism and pilgrimage

as a tool for improving cultural relations helping to form culture and society worldwide faith

plays a vital part in cross cultural conflict resolution and opening dialogue across peoples this

book shows how faith and activism can respond to the common challenges of peace making

and coexistence both within and among the world s many traditions conflicts religion and

culture  in  tourism  provides  a  timely  assessment  of  the  increasing  linkages  and

interconnections between religious tourism and secular spaces on a global stage written from

a multidisciplinary  perspective it  provides an invaluable resource for  those studying and

researching religion tourism and cultural management

this book explores the dynamic interaction between religion and tourism in the modern world

it considers questions such as do travellers leave their religion at home when they are touring

âe and what happens if not what are the relationships between tourism and pilgrimage what

happens to religious performances places and festivals that function as tourism attractions

other chapters examine religious theme parks wellness and spa tourism the roles played by

tourist guides guidebooks and religious souvenirs and the role of tourism as a major arena of

religious encounters in the contemporary world surveying the growing body of work in the field

michael stausberg argues that tourism should be a major focus of research within religious

studies

this book investigates spiritual tourism tourism characterised by an intentional search for

spiritual  benefit  from a  contemporary  religious  studies  perspective  using  field  research

gathered from spiritual  tourism locations  in  asia  and europe and utilizing contemporary

scholarship on practices concerned with meaning and identity it explores the phenomena of

journeys that are taken for self transformation tracing the history of transformative ideas in

western cultures of travel and including the modes in which the travel experience has been

communicated spiritual tourism provides an important opportunity to comment on the role of

tourism in contemporary conceptions of spirituality and spiritual practice in western society
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the  routledge  handbook  of  religious  and  spiritual  tourism  provides  a  robust  and

comprehensive state of the art review of the literature in this growing sub field of tourism this

handbook is split into five distinct sections the first section covers past and present debates

regarding  definitions  theories  and  concepts  related  to  religious  and  spiritual  tourism

subsequent  sections focus on the supply  and demand aspects  of  religious and spiritual

tourism markets and examine issues related to the management side of these markets around

the world areas under examination include religious theme parks the unesco branding of

religious heritage gender and performance popular culture pilgrimage environmental impacts

and fear and terrorism among many others the final section explores emerging and future

directions in religious and spiritual tourism and proposes an agenda for further research

interdisciplinary in coverage and international in scope through its authorship and content this

will be essential reading for all students researchers and academics interested in tourism

religion cultural studies and heritage studies

this book covers the ideological  motives and religious perceptions behind travel to sites

prescribed with sanctity in judaism christianity and islam it  covers sites that have drawn

pilgrims  and  religious  tourists  to  them for  hundreds  of  years  and  seeks  to  provide  an

understanding  of  the  complex  world  of  religiously  motivated  travel  beginning  with

contemporary  perspectives  of  pilgrimage  across  these  religions  it  then  discusses

management aspects such as logistics infrastructure malevolent behaviour and evangelical

volunteers  written  by  subject  experts  this  book  addresses  cultural  sustainability  for

researchers  and  practitioners  within  religious  tourism  religious  studies  geography  and

anthropology

for as long as human beings have existed they have been interested in travel their homelands

and cultural norms have always been constructed with reference to or contrasted with the

lands and habits of the other implicit in this statement is the notion that some places are

more special perhaps sacred than others and this is the core of the intimate relationship

between human beings place and travel and religion

modern religious tourism is a main segment of the tourism business the main goal of religious

tourism is aimed at developing human spirituality spiritual healing and culture where a person

receives the experience of cooperation or involvement with the place in which he resides his

people culture and religion this type of tourism is able to play a significant role in the overall

goals of society and to promote the establishment of trusting relationships between people of

all cultures and religions global development of religious tourism is a crucial reference book

that contains research on the current religious situation as well as the tourism industry and

provides insights on their joint development it is not possible to study any religious field

without understanding the religion itself and its impact on any country s political and social

system therefore the work also examines the impact of religion and tourism on economic and

social  developments  across  the  world  highlighting  topics  that  include  sanctuary  cities



Tourism And Religion

6 Tourism And Religion

religious tourism management and religious tourism in regions that span europe africa the

middle east and more this book is targeted to managers executives planners and other

professionals in the tourism and hospitality industry government officials religious leaders and

researchers  academicians  and  students  working  in  the  fields  of  tourism  management

business management information and communication sciences administrative sciences and

management education and social and political sciences

this book brings together a range of case studies in the areas of religion religious tourism and

pilgrimage in asia it assesses the increasing linkages and interconnections between religious

tourism and secular spaces on a global stage and explores key learning points from a range of

contemporary case studies of religious and pilgrimage activity related to ancient sacred and

emerging tourist  destinations new forms of  pilgrimage faith systems and quasi  religious

activities the development and marketing of religious tourism are also addressed in a few

chapters the book has 17 chapters a list of discussion questions and a subject index

this collection of essays presents the very latest research on the peace building dimension of

sacred and secular journeys at individual societal regional and global levels not since the

1980s has there been any concerted effort to explore the potential of such journeys in helping

to bridge the divide that separates people of diverse ethnicities religions and cultures this

volume gathers together empirical studies regional analyses and personal reflections from

four continents and twelve countries including sri lanka syria ethiopia and indonesia which

highlight the potential of religious tourism and pilgrimage for promoting interfaith solidarity

natural dialogue and inner peace it will be of interest to religion tourism and peace scholars

as well as to political scientists and anthropologists

bringing together prominent scholars in the sociology of religion this collection of essays

offers a framework for understanding the transition from the essentially penitential purposes

of the medieval pilgrimage to the rise of the varied spiritualities of contemporary religious

tourism covering over 1  500 years of  religious travel  these essays explore the forms of

expression and experience which we must engage reflectively to better understand the idea of

pilgrimage and religious tourism as an important aspect of religious affirmation this unique

volume sheds light on the transformation of the traditional religious pilgrimage into a tourist

activity  and examines the influence of  modern culture  technology  and secularization  on

spiritually motivated travel the editors conclude that a sharp distinction between pilgrimage

and religious tourism is historically unjustified while the purposes of such travel have changed

over time they remain a part of a larger religio cultural context offering avenues for religious

encounter just as pilgrimage in earlier eras permitted the development of various secular

dimensions covering such diverse topics as pagan pilgrimage and postmodern traditionalism

medieval pilgrimage and disaster site visitation the authors provide an interesting look at an

often misunderstood phenomenon
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the asia pacific region is considered the world s religious core with the greatest number of

pilgrims and travellers for religious events for both international and domestic tourism it is

estimated that there are approximately six hundred million national and international religious

and spiritual voyages in the world of which 40 take place in europe and over half in asia

according to unesco 60 of the world s population practises a religion and these believers form

the demographic base of religious tourism this study has therefore clearly identified areas of

interest that appeal to the religious aspects of travel and it is the responsibility of tourism

administrators and travel professionals to glean this information and look at religious tourism

as a resource in the same light as the sun sea and sand holidays that are readily marketed by

tourism professionals

this book focuses on the relationship between pilgrimage religion and tourism in the context

of southeastern europe the book brings together scholars from a broad range of disciplines

discussing different approaches and understandings of pilgrimage and tourism it offers a

fascinating collection of case studies from across the region series studies on south east

europe vol 14 subject european studies religious studies tourism history
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