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for anyone who has yet to discover mcewan s storytelling genius this is a dazzling introduction the time is 1955 in postwar berlin the combined forces of british

and american technological intelligence is set to invade the soviet communications system the story follows a young british post office technician beginning his

dizzying descent into the ever deeper echelons of electronic surveillance beneath the surface of berlin at the same time he meets a young german woman maria

as his two worlds private and political claim him leonard senses his life is to be remarkably altered but he cannot foresee the horror that is to come readers

familiar with ian mcewan will know to brace themselves for the unexpected yet it is impossible to anticipate the impact of this novel an espionage thriller with

a subtle and haunting execution the innocent is a brilliant read and possesses perhaps one of the most powerful and satisfying conclusions capturing the spirit

of the end of the cold war

a member of a british american surveillance team in cold war berlin finds himself in too deep in this wholly entertaining work the wall street journal from the

booker prize winner and bestselling author of atonement twenty five year old leonard marnham s intelligence work tunneling under a russian communications
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center to tap the phone lines to moscow offers him a welcome opportunity to begin shedding his own unwanted innocence even if he is only a bit player in a

grim international comedy of errors his relationship with maria eckdorf an enigmatic and beautiful west berliner likewise promises to loosen the bonds of his

ordinary life but the promise turns to horror in the course of one terrible evening a night when marnham learns just how much of his innocence he s willing to

shed don t miss ian mcewan s new novel lessons

into a berlin wrenched between east and west comes twenty five year old leonard marnham assigned to a british american surveillance team though only a

pawn in an international plot leonard uses his secret work to escape the bonds of his ordinary life the promise of his new life begins to be fulfilled as leonard

becomes a crucial part of the surveillance team while simultaneously being initiated into a new world of love and sex by maria a beautiful young german

woman it is a promise that turns to horror in the course of one terrible evening a night when leonard marnham learns just how much of his innocence he s

willing to shed the plot crackles like thin ice with dread and suspense sunday times

in imagining history one must inevitably rely on its textual representations whether fictitious or supposedly objective yet always subject to the constraints and

conventions of textuality still it is precisely by exploiting and consciously relying on the textual in the presentation of the past that contemporary authors

including politicians and makers of history strive to provide it with current significance emotional impact and universal meaning the study of such attempts

benefits from a variety of perspectives encompassing not only classical but also popular texts and media an interdisciplinary collection of papers devoted to the

issues of retelling rewriting and representation of the past in fiction and various text types this volume juxtaposes modern and post modern understanding of

collective versus personal history the contributors are scholars specializing in literary studies e g postcolonialism and popular fiction linguistics e g critical

discourse analysis and cultural studies e g media studies bringing a wide spectrum of theoretical insights into the field the collection opens with papers on the

general changes in viewing history that have occurred since the 19th century further papers discuss postcolonial feminist and gender related perspectives on

history reflected in postmodern fiction revealing the power struggle around the depiction of the past the next part of the volume is devoted to the presentation

of historical breakthroughs in political and media discourse finally the collection draws attention to some unorthodox visions of history involving alternative

worlds and fantastic elements encountered in the genre of speculative fiction

winner of the 1987 whitbread novel of the year award when first published with extraordinary tenderness and insight mcewan takes us into the dark territory

of a marriage that is devastated by a child gone missing

from the very infancy of the film industry filmmakers have relied heavily upon literature as the foundation for their movie material well known literary works

such as dickens s a christmas carol and hawthorne s the scarlet letter were adapted to film in the silent era as were such books as thomas dixon s jr s the
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klansman basis for the film birth of a nation in recent years nick hornsby s about a boy and each of helen fielding s bridget jones s diary novels were the basis

for popular movies bearing the same names a guide to english language works that have been adapted as theatrical and television films this volume includes

books both fiction and non fiction short stories newspaper and magazine articles and poems entries are arranged alphabetically by literary title with cross

listings for films made under different titles each entry includes the original work s title author year of first publication literary prizes and a brief plot summary

information on film adaptation s of the work including adaptation titles director screenwriter principal cast and the names of the characters they portray major

awards and availability in the most common formats dvd vhs is also offered

a selection of the best in travel writing with both fiction and non fiction presented together this companion is for all those who like travelling like to think

about travelling and who take an interest in their destination it covers guidebooks as well as books about food history art and architecture religion outdoor

activities illustrated books autobiographies biographies and fiction and lists books both in and out of print anderson s travel companion is arranged first by

continent then alphabetically by country and then by subject cross referenced where necessary there is a separate section for guidebooks and comprehensive

indexes sarah anderson founded the travel bookshop in 1979 and is also a journalist and writer on travel subjects she is known by well known travel writers

such as michael palin and colin thubron michael palin chose her bookshop as his favourite shop and colin thubron and geoffrey moorhouse among others made

suggestions for titles to include in the travel companion

his review has got to be in by mid day tomorrow at about 9 pm his mind will grow relatively clear and until the small hours he will sit skipping expertly

through one book after another and laying each one down with the comment god what tripe then suddenly he will snap into it all the stale old phrases a book

that no one should miss something memorable on every page jump into their places like iron filings obeying the magnet thus did george orwell writing forty

years ago in confessions of a book reviewer describe the labours of a typical literary hack precious little has changed over the intervening decades the servility

of the satirical magazine private eye lord gnome s literary companion assembles in thematic order the best of these columns to present an astringent rude and

funny survey of publishers and the published

from the booker prize winner and bestselling author of atonement a brilliant and compassionate novel of love faith and suspense and of how life can change in

an instant the calm organized life of science writer joe rose is shattered when he sees a man die in a freak hot air balloon accident a stranger named jed parry

joins rose in helping to bring the balloon to safety but unknown to rose something passes between parry and himself on that day something that gives birth to

an obsession in parry so powerful that it will test the limits of rose s beloved rationalism threaten the love of his wife clarissa and drive him to the brink of

murder and madness don t miss ian mcewan s new novel lessons
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critically acclaimed contemporary british writer ian mcewan s novels and short stories often involve tales of aberrance and obsession in this guide for students

and the interested general reader malcolm english u of gdansk poland discusses themes such as incest espionage sexual fixation and political dysfunction in

mcewan s writing he also analyzes mcewan s portrayal of women his concern with rationalism his moral perspective and the impact of feminism on his fiction

annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

these three bestselling novels by the booker award winning author explore the dark sides of love family and sexuality the child in time on a routine saturday

morning trip to the supermarket a father s brief moment of distraction turns his life upside down when his daughter is kidnapped his spiral of guilt and

bereavement has effects on his marriage his psyche and time itself the cement garden when their mother suddenly dies four siblings hide her body in the

basement to prevent others from discovering her death and placing them in foster care but their dark secret sets them on a path of isolation and boundary

crossing intimacy the comfort of strangers colin and mary are vacationing in venice in hopes of reigniting their relationship but after losing their way in the

winding streets their acquaintance with another couple takes turns that are likewise erotic and violent in nature

with a new chapter on solar this is an up to date guide to critical writing on ian mcewan including an interview with the author

international bestseller a new york times notable book from the booker prize winner and bestselling author of atonement an effortlessly seductive novel the new

york times that masterfully entwines espionage and desire in an unforgettable story of intrigue betrayal and love one of the best books of the year san francisco

chronicle seattle times cambridge student serena frome s beauty and intelligence make her the ideal recruit for mi5 the year is 1972 the cold war is far from

over england s legendary intelligence agency is determined to manipulate the cultural conversation by funding writers whose politics align with those of the

government the operation is code named sweet tooth serena a compulsive reader of novels is the perfect candidate to infiltrate the literary circle of a promising

young writer named tom haley at first she loves the stories then she begins to love the man how long can she conceal her undercover life to answer that

question serena must abandon the first rule of espionage trust no one

somerset maugham award winner dark early fiction by the author of nutshell a splendid magician of fear the village voice literary supplement taut brooding and

densely atmospheric the stories here show us how murder can arise out of boredom perversity from adolescent curiosity and how sheer evil can become the

solution to unbearable loneliness these short fiction pieces from the early career of the new york times bestselling and man booker prize winning author of

atonement and on chesil beach are claustrophobic tales of childhood twisted psychology and disjointed family life as terrifying as anything by stephen king and

finely crafted with a lyricism and an intensity that compels us to confront our secret kinship with what repels us a powerful talent that is both weird and

wonderful the boston sunday globe ian mcewan s fictional world combin es the bleak dreamlike quality of de chirico s city scapes with the strange eroticism of
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canvases by balthus menace lies crouched between the lines of his neat angular prose and weird grisly things occur in his books with nearly casual aplomb the

new york times

from the booker prize winning author of amsterdam a brilliant new novel on the hottest day of the summer of 1935 thirteen year old briony tallis sees her

sister cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the fountain in the garden of their country house watching her is robbie turner son of the tallis s cleaning

lady whose education has been subsidized by cecilia s and briony s father and who like cecilia has recently come down from cambridge by day s end their lives

will be changed irrevocably robbie and cecilia will have crossed a boundary they had not imagined at its start and briony will have witnessed mysteries seen an

unspeakable word and committed a crime for which she will spend the rest of her life trying to atone brilliant and utterly enthralling in its depiction of love

and war and class and childhood and england an atonement is a profound and profoundly moving exploration of shame and forgiveness of atonement and of

the possibility of absolution

this introduction to the work of ian mcewan places his fiction in historical and theoretical context it explores his biography literary techniques and the issues of

ethics and representation including a timeline of key dates and an interview with the author it also offers an overview of the critical reception mcewan s work

has provoked

a guide to english language works that have been adapted as theatrical and television films this volume includes books both fiction and non fiction short stories

newspaper and magazine articles and poems entries are arranged alphabetically by literary title with cross listings for films made under different titles each

entry includes the original work s title author year of first publication literary prizes and a brief plot summary information on film adaptation s of the work

including adaptation titles director screenwriter principal cast and the names of the characters they portray major awards and availability in the most common

formats dvd vhs is also offered the book is published as a set of two volumes replacement volumes can be obtained individually under isbn 0 7864 2503 2 for

volume 1 and isbn 0 7864 2504 0 for volume 2
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