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is it the other way around what are forward deployed units is an armored cow a type of

tank or something soldiers eat are polaris missiles dropped from the air or launched from a
submarine if someone calls you a cat 4 should you be honored or offended do you feel lost
when it comes to all things military sure you hear things on the news and maybe you
know someone who is in the military but you probably have a hard time fully grasping the
acronyms equipment and protocol they discuss that s where a civilian s guide to the u s
military can help author barbara schading decodes all things military for you she discusses
each branch army navy marines air force and the coast guard in simple terms you can
understand you Il get the background information an easy to read chart showing rank and
insignia and an explanation of the organization of each branch in addition the book has
extensive glossaries that cover terms acronyms slang and equipment you 1l find an entire
chapter that covers special operations forces like the green berets force recons army rangers
and more you 1l learn about their specific training missions and history the book also covers
other important aspects of the military like flag and saluting etiquette military funerals the
tombs of the unknown the american legion uso veterans of foreign wars and other groups
military law military academies medals and decorations official military music an
explanation of the geneva convention and a list of resources to help you find more
information so the next time you read the paper or talk with a new recruit you don t have
to feel lost become a knowledgeable civilian with the help of a civilian s guide to the u s

military

this volume will help the reader understand fundamental strengths and weaknesses in
america s military forces thereby leading to a comprehension of what genuine military
reform is and is not and what remains to be done ideas will be presented to compare
genuine reform to cosmetic dabbling which fundamentally improves nothing and which
sometimes arrives as ill conceived fads that promise only to burden us combat forces to the
point of mental and physical immobility the work will trace the history of various attempts
to impose military reform on american armed forces especially from congress starting
during the american revolution and continental congress up through the present day
particular focus will be placed on the effort of a small group in congress and the pentagon in
the 1980s who coined the term military reform in the modern context emphasis will be on
the reforms these actors advocated variously successful and unsuccessful to fundamentally
alter how the department of defense designs and buys hardware and how our armed forces
fight the book will use operations desert storm and iraqi freedom and the subsequent
insurgency in iraq to demonstrate what has been reformed in us armed forces and the

department of defense and what has not

the united states has used military force short of war as an instrument of diplomacy on

many occasions and in many areas of the world in the years since the second world war this
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book describes and analyzes the circumstances accompanying 215 shows of force and

examines how effective these actions were in helping to attain u s foreign policy objectives
which type of force air ground naval was most often used what did the forces do and how
effective were they of what significance was soviet involvement when u s military power
was called upon to influence events was the threat presented by the alerting or
deployment of strategic nuclear forces or by very large conventional forces especially
telling how clear is it that a desired effect was in fact caused by the demonstration of force
barry blechman and stephen kaplan explore these and other questions examining also such
elements as a president s domestic popularity and personal diplomacy preceding or during
crises that led to u s military demonstrations complementing their analysis are five sets of
case studies describing ten instances of the use of american military power to influence
events in central and eastern europe the middle east south and southeast asia and the
caribbean the case studies by david k hall william b quandt jerome n slater robert m slusser
and philip windsor focus on the reasons for u s action and the methods adopted on the
behavior of other parties and on the relation between the use of force and the resolution of
the crisis the book s main conclusion is that the demonstrative use of u s armed forces has
often stabilized a deteriorating situation enough to avoid further deterioration relieved
domestic and international pressure for more drastic and possibly self defeating action and

gained time for diplomacy to achieve a more lasting remedy

what role will armed forces play in a world that is turbulent yet no longer organized by
the bipolar conflict of east and west in this volume leading experts from several disciplines
assess the rapidly changing global strategic and cultural landscape examining how it will
affect the responsibilities and social standing of the modern military there are provocative
disagreements among the contributors especially over whether we should expect and
prepare for another global war however the contributors generally agree on several broad
themes that guide their analysis arguing that the cold war has masked basic trends that
have been reshaping the international system for a long time they suggest that the
sovereign states dominance of the international system is rapidly coming to an end as
multinational ethnic regional and religious groups to name a few increasingly affect the
course of global affairs in the absence of a clear enemy the military faces an identity crisis in
the postmodern atmosphere of this multicentric global order authority is fragmented and
the exercise of any one authority is subject to greater scrutiny and challenge the military
has become more accepting of a variety of values life styles and attitudes toward its tasks at
the same time support for the military s mission is difficult to win requiring endless
justification the authors believe that the principal missions for the military in these new
times are peacekeeping peacemaking and humanitarian assistance they examine the
prospects for successful operations in these areas taking into account the cultural lag

between world structures that favor increased multinational peacekeeping forces and
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individual nations that supply token resources to support such efforts this volume provides a
sophisticated and thought provoking perspective on the future role of the military in the

coming decades it is sure to enrich the vigorous debate surrounding these issues

1 a dangerous new world 1607 1689 2 the colonial wars 1689 1763 3 the american
revolution 1763 1783 4 preserving the new republic s independence 1783 1815 5 the armed
forces and national expansion 1815 1860 6 the civil war 1861 1862 7 the civil war 1863 1865
8 from postwar demobilization toward great power status 1865 1898 9 the birth of an
american empire 1898 1902 10 building the military forces of a world power 1899 1917 11
the united states fights in the war to end all wars 1917 1918 12 military policy between the
two world wars 1919 1939 13 the united states and world war ii from the edge of defeat to
the edge of victory 1939 1943 14 the united states of world war ii the road to victory 1943
1945 15 cold war and hot war the united states enters the ages of nuclear deterrence and
collective security 1945 1953 16 waging cold war american defense policy for extended
deterrence and containment 1953 1965 17 in dubious battle the war for vietnam and the
erosion of american mmilitary power 1961 1975 18 the common defense and the end of the
cold war 1976 1993 appendixes a participation and losses major wars 1775 1991 b the armed

forces and national expansion c the armed forces of the cold war

forces for good develops and explores the concept of cosmopolitan militaries it examines
how governments militaries and institutions have responded politically doctrinally and
operationally to claims that militaries have a new role in cosmopolitan law enforcement that
allows and perhaps even requires the use of force to protect and defend those who are the
victims of gross abuse of human rights the contributors include academics defence

practitioners and serving military officers book jacket

the advent of the all volunteer force and the evolving nature of modern warfare have
transformed our military changing it in serious if subtle ways that few americans are aware
of edited by pulitzer prize winning historian david m kennedy this stimulating volume
brings together insights from a remarkable group of scholars who shed important new light
on the changes effecting today s armed forces beginning with a foreword by former
secretary of defense william j perry the contributors take an historical approach as they
explore the ever changing strategic political and fiscal contexts in which the armed forces
are trained and deployed and the constantly shifting objectives that they are tasked to
achieve in the post 9 11 environment they also offer strong points of view lawrence
freedman for instance takes the leadership to task for uncritically embracing the high tech
revolution in military affairs when conventional warfare seems increasingly unlikely and
eminent psychiatrist jonathan shay warns that the post battle effects of what he terms moral

wounds currently receive inadequate attention from the military and the medical
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profession perhaps most troubling karl eikenberry raises the issue of the political ownership

of the military in an era of all volunteer service citing the argument that absent the political
protest common to the draft era government decision makers felt free to carry out military
operations in both iraq and afghanistan andrew bacevich goes further writing that it s no
longer our army it hasn t been for years it s theirs the government s and they intend to
keep it looking at such issues as who serves and why the impact of non uniformed
contractors in the war zone and the growing role of women in combat this volume brings
together leading thinkers who illuminate the american military at the beginning of the

twenty first century

first published in 2005 since the breaching of the berlin wall in 1989 and the subsequent
end of the cold war there has been a marked increase in attention paid to multinational
military forces adelphi paper 294 looks at the problems facing multinational forces and

operations and the prospects for the future

until recently internal use of the armed forces has been generally regarded by the public as
well as academic commentators as conduct to be expected of a military or autocratic regime
not a democratic government there is however growing concern that the war on terror has
been used to condition public opinion to accept the internal deployment of the armed forces
including for broader industrial and political purposes this book examines the national and
international law human rights and civil liberties issues involved in governments calling
out troops to deal with civil unrest or terrorism as the introduction of military call out
legislation has become an emerging global trend in the opening years of the 21st century
there is considerable and growing interest in the constitutional and related problems
surrounding the deployment of military forces for domestic purposes examining the
changes underway in six comparable countries the united states canada britain germany
japan and australia this book provides a review and analysis of this trend including its

implications for legal and political rights

annually csis senior adviser mark cancian publishes a series of papers on u s military forces
their composition new initiatives long term trends and challenges the overall theme of this
year s report is the struggle to align forces and strategy because of budget tradeoffs that
even defense buildups must make unrelenting operational demands that stress forces and
prevent force structure reductions and legacy programs whose smooth operations and
strong constituencies inhibit rapid change this report takes a deeper look at the strategic and
budget context the military services special operations forces dod civilians and contractors

and non dod national security organizations in the fy 2020 budget

when crisis requires u s troops to deploy on american soil the nation depends on a rich body

of law to establish lines of authority guard civil liberties and protect democratic institutions
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william banks and stephen dycus analyze the military s domestic role as it is shaped by law

and ask what we must learn and do before the next crisis

the handbook of african defence and armed forces provides the first in depth and
multifaceted analysis of the evolution and current state of national defence policies strategies
doctrines capabilities security challenges and strategic responses of african states and their
armed forces geographically these aspects are investigated at the national sub regional and
regional levels chronologically they are analysed against the backdrop of the superpower
withdrawal from the continent in the 1990s and the so called new scramble for africa which
has seen a crescendo of renewed great power interest in the continent s resources as well as
its strategic role location and relevance since the 2000s the book takes a bottom up and
african centric approach and is organized around five key themes i the differing security
outlooks and defence policies of african powers within the region and the different sub
regions ii the strategies doctrines transformation and employment of african armed forces iii
the relationship between african armed forces with sub regional regional and international
organizations iv the challenges that african states and their armed forces have been facing
and their strategic responses and v the position of african perspectives and agency in the
context of continental and international security and defence understanding african security
and defence especially in terms of each individual nation s ability to contribute to
peacekeeping operations counterterrorism border security and internal security requires a
focus on the national level of armed forces and defence policies this in turns sheds light on
sub regional and regional divergences challenges and cooperation based on this framework
the chapters in this volume offer comprehensive african perspectives on african and
international security and defence and in doing so show the agency of the continent s

countries and armed forces in international security and relations

this volume examines differing viewpoints in regards to american military forces and their

use

a survey of the use of federal forces including federalized militia and national guard in

domestic disturbances with special emphasis on legal and constitutional issues

this book grew out of the need to describe the culture and structure of the uniformed
services to students studying defense policy in the context of a graduate program in
american government at johns hopkins university the need to transform u s military forces
was readily apparent in the 1989 1991 time frame as the cold war came to an abrupt end the
industrial age force of the 1980s designed to fight the military forces of another great power
needed to be transformed into a force designed to intervene into the affairs of lesser powers
instead expensive programs were pursued to transform the industrial age force into an

information age force to fight an unknown great power threat at an unknown future date
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at an unknown place the many interventions of the clinton and bush administrations have
exposed the failure of leadership to provide the armed forces organized trained and

equipped for the real wars of a period between eras of great power conflict

in this volume john collins speaks with the authority of one who was literally present at
the birth of the low intensity conflict era his long term intimate and direct contact with the
esoteric world of special operations has few parallels their roots go back in time and history
considerably farther but today s special operations forces are largely products of the past
three decades their development has been in response to the pressures of world wide
situations perceived to bear upon or which actually do affect american strategic interests the
use of raw military power may not provide solutions to the complex problems involved and
may even be counter productive special operations forces uniquely suited to fill the quasi
military gap require the highest degree of professional competence in the application of the
classical principles of war this is a big order it is difficult in a few words to pay john collins
the tribute he deserves for continuing efforts to educate both the congress and the u s
armed forces concerning the capabilities and limitations of special operations and the forces
they involve this latest addition to his carefully researched studies combines history
philosophy factual data and reference materials in a single document that should be on the
desks of civilian and military leaders whose responsibilities relate in any way to special

operations
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