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the dramatic history of the knights templar the most powerful military order of the

crusades cover

the age of the crusades encompassed the rise and fall of a singular order of fighting men
equally devoted to god war and the defense of palestine after the crusades the templars
obeyed no one except the pope and acquired land and castles by gift conquest and
purchase becoming a church within the church they were bankers merchants diplomats

and tax gatherers and though they themselves were poor the wealth of their order was
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legendary as the nation states arose the templars were accused of heresy treachery
sodomy usury blasphemy and idolatry the author assesses the faults and fine qualities of
the brotherhood examining the reasons for its initial allure and eventual ignominious

obliteration

jochen burgtof is professor of medieval history in the department of history at california
state university fullerton usa paul f grawford is assistant professor of history at california
university of pennsylvania usa helen j nicholson is reader in history at cardiff university

wales uk

the trial of the knights templar is one of the most infamous in history accused of heresy
by the king of france the templars were arrested and imprisoned had their goods seized
and their monasteries ransacked under brutal interrogation and torture many made
shocking confessions denial of christ desecration of the cross sex acts and more this
narrative follows the everyday reality of the trial from the early days of scandal and
scheming in 1305 via torture imprisonment and the dissolution of the order to 1314 when
leaders jacques de molay and geoffroy de charnay were burned at the stake through first
hand testimony and written records of the interrogations of 231 french templars this book
illuminates the stories of hundreds of ordinary members some of whom testified at the
trial as well as the many others who denied the charges or retracted their confessions
this is a deeply researched and immersive account that gives a striking vision of the
relentless persecution and the oft underestimated resistance of the once mighty knights

templar

the medieval historian who revealed the real history behind the da vinci code uncloaks
the templars in the year 1119 these noblemen found their calling as protectors of the
faithful on a dangerous pilgrimage to newly conquered jerusalem now historian sharan
newman elucidates the mysteries and misconceptions of the templars from their true first
founding and role in the crusades to more modern intrigues including were they devout
knights or secret heretics did they leave behind a fantastic treasure hidden to this day
how did they come to be associated with the holy grail did they come to america before

the time of columbus does the order still exist

even 700 years after the suppression of the order of the temple and the execution of the

last grandmaster jacques de molay there is no shortage of publications on this influential
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military order yet unlike other medieval institutions the templars are subject to speculative
fiction and popular myth which threaten to swamp the fruits of scholarly endeavour
fortunately recent years have produced a thriving academic scholarship which is
challenging these myths more and more sources are currently being edited particularly
those for the trial of the templars 1307 1312 others are still awaiting indepth study among
them surprisingly the greater part of the charters that cover more than 150 years of the
order s history the papers in this volume step into this gap and critically evaluate new
directions in templar studies on the basis of as yet unedited source material open issues
and desiderata regarding the sources are discussed and from a range of inspiring results
a new status quaestionis is proposed that will not only provide a better understanding of
the order s archaeological economical religious administrative and military history but
also set new points of departure for the editing of charters and administrative documents
the papers here are grouped into six sections focusing on the headquarters of the order
its charters manpower and finance religious life and finally the suppression and the order

s afterlife

an order of warrior monks founded to protect pilgrims to jerusalem the templars were
among the wealthiest and most powerful bodies in the medieval world yet two centuries
later they were arrested accused of blasphemy heresy and orgies and their leaders were
burnt at the stake part guide part history this book investigates the templar legends and
legacy from the mysteries of solomon s temple in jerusalem via nineteenth century
development of the freemasons through to templar appearances in dan brown and
indiana jones this book explains the whole context of templar history including the recent
evidence discovered by the vatican that the templars were not guilty of heresy it also

features a guide to templar castles and sites

the author tells of the extraordinary organization of warrior monks who came to power
during the crusades their wealth and power the reasons for their downfall and their

passage into myth and legend

the internationally bestselling author of brethren and crusade tells the cataclysmic story
of the last days of the knights templar robyn young s historical fiction has topped
international bestseller lists and won praise from the likes of raymond khoury steve berry
and alison weir the fall of the templars chronicles an era few people know about what

happened when the templars returned from the crusades and found that the monarchs of
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europe did not want an army of religious warriors back on european soil leaving the
christian empire in the east in ruins knight templar will campbell returns to the west to
discover that the temple has forged an alliance with his enemy king edward of england
vowing to help the king wage war on scotland this pact against his homeland strikes at
the core of will s faith and allegiances while his daughter rose is led into a dangerous
affair in the french royal household will now faces a choice should he protect his family or
lead his men into a new world the fight for the holy land has ended but the temple s last

battle has just begun

the trial of the templars in the british isles 1308 1311 is a largely unexplored area of
history unlike the trial in france where the templars were tortured into confessing to
unspeakable activities in the british isles there were no burnings and only three
confessions after torture several templars went missing most of whom later reappeared
outsiders told stories of abominable templar rituals secret meetings and murders at the
dead of night but all these tales turned out to be mere rumour this book is based on
extensive research into the records of the trial of the templars and other unpublished
medieval documents recording their arrest imprisonment and trial and the surveys of their
property it traces the course of this the first heresy trial in the british isles from the arrests
in january 1308 to the dissolution of the order and shows how by judicious selection of
material the inquisitors made the scanty evidence against the templars appear
convincing the book includes a list of all the templars in the british isles at the time of the

arrests and a gazetteer of the templars major properties in the british isles

arguably one of the most provocative puzzling and misunderstood organizations of
medieval times the legendary knights templar have always been shrouded in a veil of
mystery while inspiring popular culture from indiana jones to dan brown in the templars
author michael haag offers a definitive history of these loyal christian soldiers of the
crusades sworn to defend the holy land and jerusalem but ultimately damned and
destroyed by the pope and his church a bestseller in the united kingdom the first history
of the enigmatic warriors to include findings from the chinon parchment the long lost
vatican document absolving the knights of heresy the templars by michael haag is

fascinating reading

as the oldest of the military religious orders and the one with an unexpected and

dramatic downfall the knighthood of the templars continues to fascinate academics and
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students as well as the public at large a collection of fifteen chapters accompanied by a
historical introduction the templars the rise fall and legacy of a military religious order
recounts and analyzes this community s rise and establishment in both the crusader
states of the eastern mediterranean and the countries of western europe during the
twelfth and thirteenth centuries reflects on the proceedings launched against it and its
subsequent fall 1307 1314 and explores its medieval and post medieval legacy including
an assessment of current research pertaining to the templars and suggestions for future
explorations showcasing a wide range of methodological approaches and primary source
materials this volume unites historical art historical theological archaeological and
historiographical perspectives and it features the work and voices of scholars from
various academic generations who reside in eight different countries israel france italy

spain the united kingdom germany poland and the united states of america

this book presents for the first time an english translation of henri de curzon s 1886
edition of the french rule derived from the three extant medieval manuscripts both
monastic rule and military manual the rule is a unique document and an important
historical source the rule is divided into seven main sections the primitive rule
hierarchical statutes penances conventual life the holding of ordinary chapters further
details on penances and reception into the order there are details of the clothing amour
and equipment to which each brother was entitled instructions to the brothers as to their
conduct while on campaign and information on the daily life of the members of this most
influential military order and on the monastic discipline which made it a formidable
fighting force the rule evolved over almost one hundred and fifty years of the order s
history and is thus a dynamic piece of work showing how the templars adapted to
political change and formulated their disciplinary code an introduction gives the historical

background to the rule and summarises the various sections from back cover

shrouded in myth and conspiracy the history of the knights templar is little understood
geordie torr pulls fact from fiction revealing the astonishing tale of this military religious
order that dominated the politics of the medieval middle east initially created to protect
christian pilgrims to the holy land in the wake of the first crusade the templars soon
became an institution of incredible power possessing wealth and influence throughout the
courts of europe yet just two centuries later they dramatically fell as its members were

accused of heresy and burned at the stake set against the dramatic backdrop of the wars
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between christians and muslims this illustrated book brings to life the legacy of this

secretive order and the characters who defined the era

barbara frale gives us an explosive exhaustively researched history of the medieval world
s most powerful military order the templars at its height the order of the knights templar
rivaled the kingdoms of europe in military might economic power and political influence
for 700 years the tragic demise of this society of warrior monks amid accusations of
heresy has been plagued by controversy in part because the transcript of their trial by the
inquisition which held the key to the truth had vanished templar historian barbara frale
happened to be studying a document at the vatican secret archives when she suddenly
realized that it was none other than the long lost transcript it revealed that pope clement
v had absolved the order of all charges of heresy the templars chronicles the spectacular
rise and fall of the organization against a sweeping backdrop of war religious fervor and
the struggle for dominance and finally lifts the centuries old cloak of mystery surrounding

one of the world s most intriguing secret societies

dan jones is an entertainer but also a bona fide historian seldom does one find serious
scholarship so easy to read the times book of the year a new york times bestseller this
major new history of the knights templar is a fresh muscular and compelling history of the
ultimate military religious crusading order combining sensible scholarship with narrative
swagger simon sebag montefiore author of jerusalem a faltering war in the middle east a
band of elite warriors determined to fight to the death to protect christianity s holiest sites
a global financial network unaccountable to any government a sinister plot founded on a
web of lies jerusalem 1119 a small group of knights seeking a purpose in the violent
aftermath of the first crusade decides to set up a new order these are the first knights
templar a band of elite warriors prepared to give their lives to protect christian pilgrims to
the holy land over the next two hundred years the templars would become the most
powerful religious order of the medieval world their legend has inspired fervent
speculation ever since in this groundbreaking narrative history dan jones tells the true
story of the templars for the first time in a generation drawing on extensive original
sources to build a gripping account of these christian holy warriors whose heroism and
alleged depravity have been shrouded in myth the templars were protected by the pope
and sworn to strict vows of celibacy they fought the forces of islam in hand to hand

combat on the sun baked hills where jesus lived and died finding their nemesis in saladin
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who vowed to drive all christians from the lands of islam experts at channeling money
across borders they established the medieval world s largest and most innovative
banking network and waged private wars against anyone who threatened their interests
then as they faced setbacks at the hands of the ruthless mamluk sultan baybars and
were forced to retreat to their stronghold in cyprus a vindictive and cash strapped king of
france set his sights on their fortune his administrators quietly mounted a damning case
against the templars built on deliberate lies and false testimony on friday october 13 1307
hundreds of brothers were arrested imprisoned and tortured and the order was
disbanded amid lurid accusations of sexual misconduct and heresy they were tried by the
pope in secret proceedings and their last master was brutally tortured and burned at the
stake but were they heretics or victims of a ruthlessly repressive state dan jones goes
back to the sources tobring their dramatic tale so relevant to our own times to life in a

book that is at once authoritative and compulsively readable

in 1187 nearly a century after the victorious first crusade saladin captured jerusalem the
templars headquartered on the temple mount were driven from the city along with the
frankish population the fall of jerusalem was a turning point the start of a narrative of
desperate struggle and relentless loss in little more than a century acre would be
destroyed the franks driven from outremer and the templars themselves reviled and
disgraced would face their final immolation michael haag s new book explores the rise
and fall of the templars against the backdrop of the crusader ideal and their settlement
venture in outremer haag argues that the crusader states were a rare period when the
population of palestine had something approaching local rule representing local interests
and the fall of jerusalem to saladin was a disaster he contends that the templars as
defenders of the crusader states were made scapegoats for a europe whose newfound
nationalism caused it to withdraw support for the crusader venture throughout he charts
the templars rise and fall in gripping narrative with their beliefs and actions set in the

context of their time

addison s the history of the knights templar is a fascinating history of the ancient order
published n the 19th century the order of the temple of solomon also known as the
templars or the knights templar is one of the best known and least understood groups in
history they appear prominently in everything from novels the da vinci code to films as

the knights of the cruciform sword in indiana jones and the last crusade to videogames
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assassin s creed in these stories they are a sinister cult that manipulated historical
events since the middle ages via intimidation and assassination they are usually
connected to the freemasons and sometimes to other historical cults like the hindu
thuggees the real templars were both more mundane and more fascinating than the
myths and legends they were the first military religious order monks who were also
knights the founding members were veterans of the first crusade in palestine and their
main goal was in fact benign they formed their group as a small tertiary order lay people
who took monastic vows but lived in the larger community in jerusalem policing the
pilgrim routes and shrines of the levant and protecting travelers from the many bandits
that infested the area even though they were used as the core of crusader armies during
the later crusades the templars never wavered from their original goal the templars were
split into knights about ten percent of the order sergeants and chaplains the other ninety
percent with the non noble sergeants comprising the majority of the order according to
historians like malcolm barber in his history of the order the new knighthood the knights
fought in the main part of the templar army but the sergeants appear to have backed up
the knights in battle both as horsemen and as a small infantry the sergeants also worked
as servants and in non military support functions on the templar farms granges that
supported the order the chaplains were a small group of priests who were rotated into
the order on a temporary basis and served the monks religious needs like other secretive
groups the mystery surrounding the templars has helped their legacy endure while some
conspiracy theorists attempt to tie the group to other alleged secret socities like the
illuminati other groups have tried to assert connections with the templars to bolster their
own credentials who they were and what they had in their possession continue to be a

source of great intrigue even among non historical circles

the lives of the medieval templars seem hidden and mysterious helen nicholson
discovers their everyday world set out in the early fourteenth century records from their
trial from buildings food and drink to employees tenants and making money drawing this

evidence together she produces a fascinating insight into the lives of these famous men
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