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this book is a defense of perspectivism in the age of post truth at the crossroads of science art and

philosophy it unearths a tradition that we must rediscover the point of view is not only what divides it

is also what is shared today perspective is associated with individualism and personal viewpoints but

in  an  age  of  post  truth  the  only  robust  answer  to  relativism lies  in  fact  in  a  reappraisal  of

perspectivism in discussion with contemporary new realisms of various sorts this book makes a

case why perspectivism alone can avoid us falling back into epistemological naivetés a journey into

the history of optics art philosophy and social psychology this book unearths the forgotten tradition
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of perspectiva communis which makes perspective the vector of a common horizon this book argues

that vision is never immediate rather to see through is the key to understanding the perspectival

operation we never see by ourselves all  seeing must pass through something other than itself

through the mediation and the detour of an apparatus or the witness of a third party besides the

theoretical framework for this new approach to perspective this book presents a series of case

studies ranging from innovative interpretations of classical authors and key moments in the history of

art from ancient painting trompe l oeil and brunelleschi s experiment in renaissance florence to the

issue of perspective in the work of contemporary artists such as robert smithson the share of

perspective  will  be  of  interest  to  scholars  and  advanced  students  working  in  aesthetics

phenomenology art history and the history of sciences

perspective has been a divided subject  orphaned among various disciplines from philosophy to

gardening in the first book to bring together recent thinking on perspective from such fields as art

history literary theory aesthetics psychology and the history of mathematics james elkins leads us to

a new understanding of how we talk about pictures elkins provides an abundantly illustrated history

of the theory and practice of perspective looking at key texts from the renaissance to the present he

traces  a  fundamental  historical  change  that  took  place  in  the  way in  which  perspective  was

conceptualized  first  a  technique  for  constructing  pictures  it  slowly  became  a  metaphor  for

subjectivity that gradual transformation he observes has led to the rifts that today separate those

who understand perspective as a historical or formal property of pictures from those who see it as a

linguistic  cognitive  or  epistemological  metaphor  elkins  considers  how the  principal  concepts  of

perspective have been rewritten in work by erwin panofsky hubert damisch martin jay paul ricoeur

jacques lacan maurice merleau ponty and e h gombrich the poetics of perspective illustrates that

perspective is an unusual kind of subject it exists as a coherent idea but no one discipline offers an

adequate exposition of it rather than presenting perspective as a resonant metaphor for subjectivity a

painter s tool without meaning a disused historical practice or a model for vision and representation

elkins proposes a comprehensive revaluation the perspective he describes is at once a series of

specific pictorial decisions and a powerful figure for our knowledge of the world

how do people and institutions manage to bring their different perspectives into an effective and

productive  interplay  how can we overcome obstacles  for  the  creative  potentials  of  distributed

perspectives traditionally the perspectives of people and institutions are considered to be fixed and

isolated points of view in such a picture the perspectives seem determined in advance by positions

and persons seem trapped within their perspectival horizons in contrast the new approach of this

volume s contributions focuses on the simple but fundamental fact that people in their perceiving

speaking thinking and acting always already refer to fellow human beings and coordinate their own
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perspectives with those of other persons and institutions the contributions of the present volume

concentrate on the structures mechanisms and dynamics of the interplays of different perspectives of

interacting communicating and cooperating persons and institutions the volume focuses on how the

creative potentials as well as the organizational effectiveness of distributed perspectives can be set

free

what is  the origin of  the concept of  a law of  nature how much does it  owe to theology and

metaphysics to what extent do the laws of nature permit contingency are there exceptions to the

laws of nature is it possible to give a reductive analysis of lawhood or is it a primitive twelve new

essays by an international team of leading philosophers take up these and other central questions on

the laws of nature whilst also examining some of the most important intuitions and assumptions that

have guided the debate over laws of nature since the concepts invention in the seventeenth century

laws of  nature spans the history of  philosophy and of  science contemporary metaphysics and

contemporary philosophy of science

a world  renowned philosopher  s genre defying exploration of  the mystery of  consciousness a

masterpiece the most thorough and rigorous account of the nature of reality to be published in a

century james matthew wilson world magazine in a blossoming garden located far outside all worlds

a group of aging greek gods have gathered to discuss the nature of existence the mystery of mind

and whether there is a transcendent god from whom all things come turning to eros psyche asks do

you see this flower my love so begins david bentley hart s unprecedented exploration of the mystery

of consciousness writing in the form of a platonic dialogue he systematically subjects the mechanical

view of nature that has prevailed in western culture for four centuries to dialectical interrogation

powerfully rehabilitating a classical view in which mental acts are irreducible to material causes he

argues through the gods exchanges that the foundation of all reality is spiritual or mental rather than

material the structures of mind organic life and even language together attest to an infinite act of

intelligence in  all  things that  we may as well  call  god engaging contemporary debates on the

philosophy of mind free will revolutions in physics and biology the history of science computational

models of mind artificial intelligence information theory linguistics cultural disenchantment and the

metaphysics of nature hart calls readers back to an enchanted world in which nature is the residence

of mysterious and vital intelligences he suggests that there is a very special wisdom to be gained

when we in psyche s words devote more time to the contemplation of living things and less to the

fabrication of machines rdquo
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