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according to traditional jewish and islamic law animals must be slaughtered by a single cut to the
throat the practice of ritual slaughter has become controversial to the extent that it is interpreted as
precluding animals from being stunned first this raises a number of important and related questions
what are the limits of animal welfare what are the limits of the right to freedom of religion what is the
best way to discuss this dilemma in a democratic society under the rule of law that also respects
minorities in three essays the authors reflect upon these and other questions jan willem sap emphasises
that the state must continue its dialogue with jews and muslims with the aim to improve animal
welfare to the greatest possible extent carla zoethout argues that respect for animal welfare can serve
as a legitimate aim to limit the right to freedom of religion and the practice of unstunned ritual
slaughter gerhard van der schyff considers equality to be the central value in structuring the
relationship between law and religion in the netherlands when it comes to decision making on ritual
slaughter this book is aimed at students legal practitioners and researchers who are interested in an
important and emotional issue of law and religion in europe

until now books addressing halal issues have focused on helping muslim consumers decide what to eat
and what to avoid among products currently on the market there was no resource that the food industry
could refer to that provided the guidelines necessary to meet the halal requirements of muslim
consumers in the united states and abroad handbook of halal food production answers this need by
summarizing the fundamentals of halal food production serving as a valuable reference for food
scientists food manufacturers and other food industry professionals this text delivers a wealth of
information about halal food guidelines for food production domestic and international food markets
and halal certification among chapters that cover production requirements for specific foods such as
meat and poultry fish and seafood and dairy products there are other chapters that address global halal
economy muslim demography and global halal trade and comparisons among kosher halal and
vegetarian in addition the book presents halal food laws and regulations haccp and halal and general
guidelines for halal food production for persons targeting the halal food market for the first time this
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book is particularly valuable providing understanding of how to properly select process and deliver
foods in light of the increasing worldwide demand for halal food service branded packaged food and
direct marketed items this volume is more than an expert academic resource it is a beneficial tool for
developing new and promising revenue streams both editors are food scientists who have practical
experience in halal food requirements and halal certification and the contributors are experts in the
halal food industries

this book provides an in depth scholarly reflection on the challenges that arise in guaranteeing
religious freedom and protection of the rights of religious minorities in law and practice currently the
protection of religious minorities constitutes one of the foundations of the international human rights
protection systems and is provided for in the constitutions of all democratic states the volume
identifies analyses and assesses the legal status of religious freedom and protection of religious
minorities with special focus on jewish and muslim minorities in the european and israeli legal
environments it compares the discourses on the scope and boundaries of religious freedom with the
actual treatment of religious freedom in legal regulations the case law and in practice by the general
society the book employs the resources of comparative law and national and international law as well
as legal theory extensive use is also made of decisions of the international courts including the
european court of human rights and the court of justice of the european union the book will be a
valuable resource for academics researchers and policymakers working in the areas of law and
religion international human rights law comparative constitutional law and religious studies

this unique volume gives insight into the science of slaughter with in depth discussion of neural
communication and the welfare aspects of pre slaughter handling and slaughter of livestock the
concepts of conscious perception unconsciousness stunning slaughter and death are discussed to
provide readers with an understanding of the different events that lead to the conversion of animals
into carcasses and subsequently into meat this accessible work is an excellent resource for learning
about welfare issues of different techniques as it includes historical aspects of religious and
conventional slaughter with a focus on the developments around technologies it comprises the advent
of mechanical slaughter in the form of poleaxes to present day use of sophisticated stunning
equipment moreover the author covers key aspects of halal meat production and discusses the politics
of religious slaughter with an emphasis on the increasing number of anti halal movements across
europe america and others the slaughter of animals for consumption by people of faith is economically
significant and has led to a race for market share by multinational retail enterprises however there are
also ethical and political aspects of religious slaughter which have always divided opinion the topic of
this book provides an important link to the disciplines of animal welfare research the meat industry
and the food business scientists students as well as government agencies veterinarians and
professionals in food processing and slaughter technology manufacturing will find this an important
account simplified summaries and practical notes make this reference highly readable

in general animals that are to be slaughtered should be stunned first an exception to this rule is made
for jews and muslims they may slaughter animals in accordance with article 2 10 of the animals act
without stunning the animals beforehand this paper therefore will answer the question is there a legal
justification for the exemption granted to the dutch jews and muslims regarding the slaughter of
animals without prior stunning and how is ritual slaughter regulated in countries where the jews and
muslims are not exempted or where ritual slaughter is banned in order to the answer this question the
arguments for the exemptions have been investigated then the principles of freedom of religion
equality and the separation of church and state were examined in more detail the research also entailed
a comparative study among the netherlands the united states and other countries where ritual slaughter
is banned in which it was investigated if the exceptional position of jews and muslims provided a form
of discrimination against other religious people and secularists

today pluralism is increasingly the norm and can be seen as a permanent characteristic of modernity as
seen in world events religion has not become irrelevant but more diverse giving rise to a complex web
of religion and belief minorities together with intra plural majorities nations seek ways to implement
the ideal of freedom of religion but as this book shows whether east or west in the global north or the
south there is no simple formalism for accommodating religious diversity different faith communities
have competing needs and demands for the same social space with tensions inevitably arising this
book highlights responses from liberal democracies which enshrine secularism into their constitutions
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to other constitutions where religion and ethnic identity are enshrined to prioritise their ethno religious
majority western and asian countries encounter different obstacles and challenges with analysis from
19 international scholars the book explores different obstacles and responses to accommodation of
religious minorities in a range of jurisdictions in a globalised world it will be invaluable for
comparative legal scholars for law and religion scholars researchers and students and decision makers
e g governments non governmental organisations and for those who seek to better understand the
challenges of our time

the santeria religion of cuba the way of the saints mixes west africanyoruba culture with catholicism
similar to haitian voodoo santeria has long practiced animal sacrifice in certain rites but when cuban
immigrants brought those rituals to florida local authorities were suddenly confronted with a
controversial situation that pitted the regulation of public health and morality against religious
freedom after ernesto pichardo established a santeria church in hialeah in the 1980s the city of hialeah
responded by passing ordinances banning ritual animal sacrifice although on the surface those
ordinances seemed general in intent they were clearly aimed at pichardo s church when pichardo
subsequently sued the city a federal court ruled in the latter s favor in effect privileging the regulation
of public health and morality over the church s free exercise of its religion the u s supreme court heard
pichardo s appeal in 1993 and unanimously decided that the city had overstepped its bounds in
targeting this particular religious group however the court was sharply divided regarding the basis of
its decision three concurring opinions registered distinctly different views of the first amendment the
limits of government regulation and the religious freedom of minorities in the end the nine justices
collectively concluded that freedom of religious belief was absolute while the freedom to practice the
tenets of any faith were subject to non discriminatory local regulations david o brien one of america s
foremost scholars of the court now illuminates this controversy and its significance for law
government and religion in america his lively account takes us behind the scenes at every stage of the
litigation to reveal a riveting case with more twists and turns than a classic whodunit ranging with
equal ease from primitive magic to municipal politics and to the most arcane points of constitutional
law o brien weaves a compelling and instructive tale with a fascinating array of politicians lawyers
jurists civil libertarians and animal rights advocates offering sharp insights into the key issues and
personalities he highlights cultural clashes large and small while maintaining a balance for both the
needs of government and the religious rights of individuals the santeria case reaffirmed that our laws
must be generally applicable and neutral and may not discriminate against particular religions tracing
the path to that conclusion animal sacrifice and religious freedom provides a provocative and learned
account of one of the most unusual and contentious religious freedom cases in american history
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scope theology philosophy ethics of various religions and ethical systems and relevant portions of
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