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neo  confucianism  is  a  philosophically  sophisticated  tradition  weaving  classical  confucianism
together with themes from buddhism and daoism it began in china around the eleventh century ce
played a leading role in east asian cultures over the last millennium and has had a profound
influence on modern chinese society based on the latest scholarship but presented in accessible
language neo  confucianism a philosophical  introduction is  organized around themes that  are
central in neo confucian philosophy including the structure of the cosmos human nature ways of
knowing personal cultivation and approaches to governance the authors thus accomplish two
things at once they present the neo confucians in their own distinctive terms and they enable
contemporary readers to grasp what is at stake in the great neo confucian debates this novel
structure gives both students and scholars in philosophy religion history and cultural studies a
new window into one of the world s most important philosophical traditions

where does neo confucianism a movement that from the twelfth to the seventeenth centuries
profoundly influenced the way people understood the world and responded to it fit into our story
of china s history this interpretive at times polemical inquiry into the neo confucian engagement
with the literati as the social and political elite local society and the imperial state during the song
yuan and ming dynasties is also a reflection on the role of the middle period in china s history the
book argues that as neo confucians put their philosophy of learning into practice in local society
they justified a new social ideal in which society at the local level was led by the literati with state
recognition and support the later imperial order in which the state accepted local elite leadership
as necessary to its own existence survived even after neo confucianism lost its hold on the center
of  intellectual  culture  in  the  seventeenth  century  but  continued  as  the  foundation  of  local
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education it is the contention of this book that neo confucianism made that order possible

the present anthology consists of papers presented at the international conference of chu hsi held
july  6  15  1982  in  honolulu  the  symposium  convened  as  one  of  the  continuing  east  west
philosophers conferences and in conjunction with the seventy fifth anniversary of the university
of hawaii was the first on this neo confucian thinker

based on lectures delivered at the collège de france in may 1986

solidly grounded in chinese primary sources neo confucianism metaphysics mind and morality
engages the latest global scholarship to provide an innovative rigorous and clear articulation of
neo confucianism and its application to western philosophy contextualizes neo confucianism for
contemporary analytic philosophy by engaging with today s philosophical questions and debates
based on the most recent and influential  scholarship on neo confucianism and supported by
primary texts in chinese and cross cultural secondary literature presents a cohesive analysis of
neo confucianism by investigating the metaphysical foundations of neo confucian perspectives on
the  relationship  between  human  nature  human  mind  and  morality  offers  innovative
interpretations of neo confucian terminology and examines the ideas of eight major philosophers
from zhou dunyi and cheng zhu to zhang zai and wang fuzhi approaches neo confucian concepts in
an penetrating yet accessible way

this title is part of uc press s voices revived program which commemorates university of california
press s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice reach and impact
drawing on a backlist dating to 1893 voices revived makes high quality peer reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print on demand technology this title was originally published in 1989

this volume is the follow up to understanding confucian philosophy classical and sung ming which
presented the first two epochs of confucian philosophy the third epoch presented in this book is
that of contemporary neo confucian philosophy it notes a paradigm shift from the late ming to the
early ch ing which shows us how the line of sung ming neo confucian philosophy was broken then
background information is given to answer the question of how the phoenix was reborn from the
ashes at the height of the iconoclast may fourth movement in 1919 liang sou ming the forerunner
of the movement developed his ideas about east west cultures and their philosophies during the
darkest moments of chinese history three generations of new confucian scholars developed their
ideas and achieved great scholarship shu hsien liu presents a framework of four groups to portray
the movement and the philosophies of fung yu lan hsuing shih li thome h fang t ang chun i and mou
tsung san are reviewed and analyzed the international dimension of the third generation of new
confucians is also introduced in the conclusion shu hsien liu comments on the relevance of this
trend of thought today with a view toward the future

this volume provides selected translations from the writings of lu xiangshan wang yangming and
the platform sutra a work which had profound influence on neo confucian thought each of these
three sections is preceded by an introduction that sketches important features of the history
biography  and  philosophy  of  the  author  and  explores  some  of  the  main  features  and
characteristics  of  his  work  the  range  of  genres  represented  letters  recorded  sayings  essays
meditations  and  poetry  provide  the  reader  with  insights  into  the  philosophical  and  stylistic
themes of this fascinating and influential branch of neo confucian thought

the sung neo confucian synthesis is  one of the two great formative periods in the history of
confucianism shao yung 1011 77 was a key contributor to this synthesis and this study attempts
to make understandable the complex and highly theoretical thought of a philosopher who has
been for the most part misunderstood for a thousand years it is the first full length study in any
language  of  shao  yung  s  philosophy  using  an  explicit  metaphilosophical  approach  the  author
examines the implicit and assumed aspects of shao yung s thought and shows how it makes sense
to view his philosophy as an explanatory theory shao yung explained all  kinds of change and
activity in the universe with six fundamental concepts that he applied to three realms of reality
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subsensorial matter the phenomenal world of human experience and the theoretical realm of
symbols the author also analyzes the place of the sage in shao s philosophy not only would the
sage restore political and moral unity in society but through his special kind of knowing he also
would restore cosmological unity shao s recognition that the perceiver had a critical role in making
and shaping reality led to his ideal of the sage as the perfect knower utilizing shao s own device of
a moving observational  viewpoint  the study concludes with an examination of  the divergent
interpretations of shao s philosophy from the eleventh to the twentieth century because shao
took  very  seriously  numerological  aspects  of  chinese  thought  that  are  often  greatly
misunderstood in the west e  g  the i  ching the study is  also a very good introduction to the
epistemological  implications  of  an  important  strand  of  all  traditional  chinese  philosophical
thought

this is the first book to thoroughly explore confucian and neo confucian metaphysics and ethics
building upon the creativity and temporality of human existence and human nature as well as their
extension into human culture fundamental essays deal cogently with the relationship between
chinese language and chinese philosophy offering general categories which shape the matrix of
ideas  woven  in  chinese  philosophy  from  its  very  beginnings  along  with  more  general
characterizations  there  are  themes  placing  confucian  thinkers  in  touch  with  modern
communication theories perceptions of  individuals religious themes and scientific  worldviews
conceptual and comparative essays probe the frontiers of chinese philosophy in its contemporary
confucian revival

alan t wood examines the cultural identity of modern china in the context of authoritarianism in
the chinese political tradition taking on issues of key importance in the understanding of chinese
history wood leads readers to a reconsideration of neo confucian thinkers of the northern sung
dynasty  modern  scholars  have  accused  sung  neo  confucians  of  advocating  a  doctrine  of
unconditional obedience to the ruler of revering the emperor and expelling the barbarian and
thereby inhibiting the rise of democracy in china wood refutes this dominant view by arguing that
sung neo confucians intended to limit the power of the emperor not enhance it sung political
thinkers believed passionately in the existence of a moral cosmos governed by universal laws that
transcended the ruler and could be invoked to set limits on his power wood makes a striking
comparison of this view with a similar one of universal morality or natural law that developed in
late medieval europe by drawing attention to a much neglected confucian text he contributes
significantly to the wider dialog of human rights in china and brings forth fresh philosophical
insights in his comparative view of chinese and western history

huang s book analyzes the major neo confucian philosophers from the eleventh to the sixteenth
centuries focusing on metaphysical epistemological and ethical philosophical issues this study
presents  the  historical  development  of  the  neo  confucian  school  an  outgrowth  of  ancient
confucianism and characterizes its thought background and influence key concepts for example
utai ji supreme ultimate uxin mind and uren humanity as interpreted by each thinker are discussed
in detail also examined are the two major schools that developed during this period cheng zhu
school  of  principle  and  lu  wang  school  of  mind  these  schools  despite  different  philosophical
orientations were convinced that their common goal to bring about a harmonious relationships
between man and the universe and between man and man could be achieved through different
ways  of  philosophizing  to  understand  the  chinese  mind  it  is  necessary  to  understand  neo
confucianism as a reformation of early confucianism this analytical presentation of major neo
confucian philosophers from the eleventh to the sixteenth centuries examines zhou dun yi 1017
1073 shao yong 1011 1077 zhang zai 1020 1077 cheng hao 1032 1085 cheng yi 1033 1107 zhu xi
1130  1200  lu  xiang  shan  1139  1193  and  wang  yang  ming  1427  1529  with  its  focus  on
metaphysical  epistemological  and  ethical  philosophical  issues  huang  s  study  presents  the
historical development of the neo confucian school an outgrowth of ancient confucianism and
characterizes its thought background and influence key concepts for example utai ji  supreme
ultimate uxin mind and uren humanity as interpreted by each thinker are discussed in detail the
two major schools that developed during these six centuries are examined as well lu wang school
of mind developed in criticism of cheng zhu school of principle the two schools despite different
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approaches toward their philosophical pursuits were convinced that their common goals to bring
about harmonious relationships between man and the universe and between man and man could
be  achieved  through  different  ways  of  philosophizing  to  understand  the  chinese  mind  it  is
necessary to understand neo confucianism as a reformation of early confucianism scholars of
eastern religions and philosophy will appreciate the objective interpretations of each thinker s
philosophy for which pertinent passages spoken by each man have been selected and translated
by the author from the original chinese and the comparisons of the neo confucian philosophies
with those of the west an introduction provides the historical background in which to study the
rise of neo confucianism the study is organized ehronologically and includes a glossary of terms
and a bibliography which serves as a helpful guide for further research

neo confucianism was the major philosophical tradition in china for most of the past millennium
this companion is the first volume to provide a comprehensive introduction in accessible english
to the neo confucian philosophical thought of representative chinese thinkers from the eleventh
to  the  eighteenth  centuries  it  provides  detailed  insights  into  changing  perspectives  on  key
philosophical concepts and their relationship with one another

neo confucianism the state sponsored orthodoxy of china s later empires is now recognized as an
important key to understanding china this study looks at the roots of neo confucianism in an age
when buddhism and taoism had eclipsed the confucian tradition in importance li ao c 772 836 a d
though generally acknowledged as a forerunner of neo confucianism is still regarded as deeply
influenced by buddhism the historical reasons for the creation of this image of li ao are examined
prior to a close investigation of the actual circumstances which shaped his fu hsing shu book of
returning to one s true nature the essay which had the deepest influence on the development of
early  neo confucianism although common assumptions about buddhist  influence on li  ao are
questioned the true importance of the essay emerges in the typically chinese patterns of thought
which it exhibits and which gave it an impact transcending the immediate circumstances that
prompted its writing li ao is an important contribution for academics and students interested in
east asian history and thought and religious studies especially buddhist studies

chinese  and  japanese  neo  confucius  scholars  have  traditionally  claimed  that  korean  neo
confucianism was an imitation of chinese neo confucianism a belief which was generally accepted
by western scholars now this book edited from the theses of representative korean neo confucius
scholars shows that the three korean scholars t aegye yulgok and dasan in the chosŏn dynasty
developed  neo  confucianism  as  a  national  political  and  religious  philosophy  which  became
specialized in a uniquely korean way

excerpt from instructions for practical living and other neo confucian writings the philosophy of
wang yang ming is a vigorous philosophy born of serious searching and bitter experience it is no
idle specula tion or abstract theory developed for the sake of intellectual curiosity rather it is
intended to provide a fundamental solution to basic moral and social problems it calls for firm
purpose and earnest effort and for the actual practice and concrete demonstration of values the
intellectual and political situations of the time demanded just such a system about the publisher
forgotten  books  publishes  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rare  and  classic  books  find  more  at
forgottenbooks com this book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books
uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format
whilst  repairing imperfections present in  the aged copy in  rare cases an imperfection in  the
original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair
the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left
to preserve the state of such historical works

the popularity of confucianism is on the rise not only in china but also internationally confucian
values  are  praised  as  the  universal  way  especially  in  the  face  of  current  political  social  and
economic crises the philosopher s legacy has now endured for over 2 500 years and confucian
ideas have gained recognition as an eastern alternative to western concepts this return to china s
very own tradition and values can be seen as symbolizing china s new self confidence this volume
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focuses on the resurgence of confucianism in order to examine the role played by confucian ideas
in the present and the past as well as the potential future form of a new confucian culture the
articles range from the perception of confucianism in europe at the time of the enlightenment to
neo confucian debates and approaches series chinese history and society berliner china hefte vol
41

these essays explore the continuities and discontinuities between the neo confucian thought of
ming china and early tokugawa japan and the practical learning of the 17th and 18th centuries
underlining the need for a deeper examination of the complex relationship between traditional
and modern thoughts and values
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