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this contribution to the new international commentary on the new testament is a revision of robert
mounce s original entry on the book of revelation and reflects more than twenty additional years of
mature thought and the latest in scholarship

the book of revelation holds a special fascination for both scholars and the general public the book has
generated widely differing interpretations yet revelation has surprisingly not been the focus of many
single volume reference works the oxford handbook of the book of revelation fills a need in the study
of this controversial book thirty essays by leading scholars from around the world orient readers to the
major currents in the study of revelation divided into five sections literary features social setting
theology and ethics history of reception and influence and currents in interpretation the essays identify
the major lines of interpretation that have shaped discussion of these topics and then work through the
aspects of those topics that are most significant and hold greatest promise for future research

john phillips writes with enthusiasm and clarity cutting through the confusion and heretical dangers
associated with bible interpretation moody magazine

general and scholarly interest in revelation has never been greater this is a specially commissioned set
of state of the art studies on the most important aspects of revelation and its significance for the 21st
century by the world s leading scholars the studies can be grouped in relation to three main themes
strategies of interpretation theological literary feminist metaphorical the nature of the violent imagery
and passages of particular interest the letter to laodicea praise and politics old testament allusions the
second coming of christ this book will provide an invaluable resource for researchers and students
alike

understanding  the  book of  revelation  is  an  exposition  of  the  book of  revelation  simply  written
explaining the main symbols  according to the findings of  most  scholars  on each topic it  is  not
weighted down with speculation and fringe concepts but defines the meanings that are most often held
by biblical scholars this book takes you step by step through the book of revelation expounding on
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each issue so that you can uncover for yourself what will happen during these exciting times it will tell
you if the perspective is from heaven or earth if the event is mentioned chronologically or if something
yet in the future is being explained no longer do you have to be intimidated by the book of revelation
now you can enjoy the blessings promised to those who read and hear its message this is a book for
people of all ages and denominations who are interested in understanding the book of revelation dr
terri lewis began seriously studying god s word after she attended many hours of home bible studies in
the 70 s and 80 s and still desired more delving deeper into the word alone and with friends and
attending college bible courses whenever they were available she realized her passion for god s word
terri taught bible in the christian schools where she worked and later received a doctorate degree in
christian education

the reverend clarence larkin was one of the most widely influential thinkers on end times prophecies
of the early twentieth century and his writings remain vital to appreciating the apocalyptic christian
thought that today enjoys widespread popularity this 1919 book serves as a study guide for the book of
revelation the bible s prophetic final chapter larkin explains the concepts of the beast and the false
prophet  the  seven  seals  and  the  seven  trumpets  and  the  importance  of  the  book  of  daniel  in
understanding the rapture charts and illustrations depict the pale horse rider daniel s four wild beasts
egyptian plagues compared and more also available from cosimo classics larkin s the spirit world
rightly dividing the word and the second coming of christ american baptist pastor and author clarence
larkin 1850 1924 was born in pennsylvania and later set up his ministry there he wrote extensively and
popularly on a wide range of biblical and theological matters

some christians say revelation is a closed book and not meant for human understanding actually the
word revelation means unveiling and the first chapter of revelation promises a blessing to all who read
and take it to heart other readers study revelation over and over but end up confused about all the
beasts scrolls trumpets and angels the truth is that revelation is the story of jesus christ from beginning
to end and we need to understand the plot of that story before sorting out the details a few preachers
even use the newspaper to interpret revelation equating each symbol with a specific event in yesterday
s news actually  revelation is  best  interpreted using the  bible  itself  you can learn to  understand
prophecy for yourself all you need is a safe method of bible study and the guidance of the holy spirit
once you grasp the basic method we ll use those tools to walk through the central portion of revelation
which deals with earth s final crisis just before the second coming of jesus you may have to re think
everything you thought you knew about interpreting prophecy but you ll know that you stand on the
firm footing of god s word open your bible and join us for the journey

the book of revelation covers among other things news of today s top events

have you tried to read revelation and felt totally lost mystified by its riddles and confused by strange
images those mystifying symbolisms are enough to keep even the serious prophecy readers confused
don t give up there is hope this is a simple easy to understand outline study of this prophecy it takes
each chapter verse by verse explaining in a simple easy to read version this book of revelation is
designed to assist those who have an interest in the study of revelation and to prepare them for a
deeper study in bible prophecy many unanswered questions you may have are explained in a simple
way when will the rapture occur in relation to revelation how will the rapture take place what is the
judgment seat of christ and when is it going to occur if you died today will you have a body in heaven
there are special chapters dedicated to the rapture lucifer in the beginning and are you ready for the
rapture

the book of revelation is god s message to all who are concerned about the future no bible guide makes
revelation more understandable than the smart guide to the bible the book of revelation you ll grasp
the meaning of each verse you ll understand every important symbol and you ll get the big picture of
all that god has promised for those who believe in him the smart guide to the bible is a series of
simplified commentaries designed to uncomplicate god s word for everyday bible readers every page
contains  handy  features  or  learning  aids  like  these  cross  references  to  other  scriptures  brief
commentaries from experts points to ponder the big picture of how passages fit with the entire bible
practical  tips  for  applying  biblical  truths  to  life  simple  definitions  of  key  words  and  concepts
interesting maps charts and illustrations wrap ups of each biblical passage study questions whether
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you re new to the bible a long time student of scripture or somewhere in between you ll appreciate the
many ways the smart guide to the bible the book of revelation goes far beyond your typical bible study
tool the practical relevant helps on each page lead you to get the most out of god s word

revelation it s often the book of the bible that christians pastors and seminaries have the most trouble
understanding but skip heitzig the dynamic senior pastor at calvary of albuquerque one of the nation s
largest churches is eager to bring clarity to the mystery of revelation and share why it s an important
relevant and exciting book to explore with a smart good natured style and an investigative flair skip
provides clear explanations and captivating explorations to help readers discover the truth behind the
misconceptions the meaning of the symbols and signs why messages of revelation were presented
symbolically what this book has to do with jesus and the gospel message the good news that most
christians miss readers can mine the riches of revelation for their faith today as they deepen their
understanding of and relationship with the loving all knowing and promise keeping god

for nearly 2 000 years the book of revelation has been viewed as the most difficult book in the bible the
hundreds of commentaries in the library of congress testify that there is no unanimity about the
meaning of the symbols of revelation and yet this is the only book in the bible where a special blessing
is pronounced on its readers its a book from jesus christ about himself his gospel the future and what
will happen to the saints at the end of time desmond fords introduction to the book of revelation is the
fruit of decades of study plus research at the university of manchester under professor f f bruce ford
off ers a much neglected keythis sacred book can only be unlocked by understanding the preceding 65
books of the bible and in particular the life teachings and death of jesus the main message of revelation
is that the church is to repeat the experience of its lord after its final proclamation of the gospel it will
be condemned to martyrdom and this climactic sin of the world will precipitate the return of christ in
glory

the book of revelation contains some of the most difficult  passages in scripture grant osborne s
commentary on revelation interprets the text while also introducing readers to the perspectives of
contemporary  scholarship  in  a  clear  and  accessible  manner  osborne  begins  with  a  thorough
introduction  to  revelation  and  the  many  difficulties  involved  in  its  interpretation  he  discusses
authorship date of writing and the social and cultural setting of the work he also examines elements
that complicate the interpretation of apocalyptic literature including the use of symbols and figures of
speech  old  testament  allusions  and  the  role  of  prophetic  prediction  osborne  surveys  various
approaches commentators have taken on whether revelation refers primarily to the past or to events
that  are  yet  future rather  than exegeting the text  narrowly in  a  verse by verse manner  osborne
examines larger  sections in order  to  locate and emphasize the writer  s  central  message and the
theology found therein throughout he presents his conclusions in an accessible manner when dealing
with particularly problematic sections he considers the full range of suggested interpretations and
introduces the reader to a broad spectrum of commentators revelation seeks to reach a broad audience
with scholarly research from a decidedly evangelical perspective

here is a study that opens up the book of revelation in a clear step by step and scholarly manner it is
for those who have avoided studying this last  book of the bible because of all  of the questions
surrounding it and because of the many divergent views advocated

revelation is about the resurrected christ his church and the world more than any other prophetic book
of the bible the prophecies of revelation are presented in symbolic form that is pictures rather than
words are used to convey the message this is why this book is somewhat difficult to understand the
pictures have to be interpreted these amazing symbolic pictures like the parables both reveal and
conceal  thus  the  book of  the  revelation is  not  so  clear  that  everyone can see  the  meaning and
understand it immediately but as will be discovered the pictures have an ascertainable meaning a
meaning which is based on the previous books of the bible it should be mentioned at the outset that
some pictures have more than one meaning that is they are composite where this is so all the meanings
are valid and must be held together another remarkable fact must be stated unlike any other book of
the bible  revelation in  an amazing way sums up all  that  has  gone before in  both old and new
testaments in other words it sums up all the other books of the bible revelation is in truth the final book
of the bible and so every thread which runs through the scriptures is not only picked up but tied into a
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final knot in this amazing book

interpretations of the book of revelation abound one view suggests that the book indirectly describes
events in john s own time another interpretation sees revelation as a prophetic survey of the history of
the church still another views the book as a precise prediction of the end of the world the trouble with
all three argues ramsey michaels is that they make the revelation of john irrelevant to christians
throughout  much  of  history  failing  to  take  seriously  what  john  saw  such  interpreters  fail  to
comprehend the value of revelation to christians in any age michaels restores revelation to its rightful
status as a prophetic letter of testimony a testimony as relevant to the church today as it was in john s
day  in  this  stimulating  pastorally  oriented  commentary  readers  will  find  an  introduction  with
background material concerning authorship date and purpose as well as a summary of important
theological themes a passage by passage exposition follows that focuses on what john had to say to his
original readers in order to see the relevance of his book for the church today

of all the books of the bible few are as fascinating or as intimidating as revelation four grim horsemen
the antichrist the ten horned beast the ultimate battle at armageddon the mark of the beast it s no
wonder that these images have griped the imagination of so many and have been variously interpreted
as symbolizing everything from hitler and gorbachev to credit cards and the internet is the book of
revelation a blueprint for the future a book of powerful symbolic imagery with warnings for the
church is it essentially an imaginative depiction of historical events in the first century four views on
the book of revelation explores four interpretations of the book of the apocalypse preterist a historical
interpretation arguing that most of john s prophecies occurred in the first century soon after his writing
of them idealist a spiritual or symbolic interpretation arguing that the events in revelation are not
literal and that apocalyptic literature requires a different approach than the gospels or epistles classical
dispensationalism a literal interpretation based on a reading of revelation that pays close attention to
the rules of grammar and the separate eras of covenantal history progressive dispensationalism a
modification of classical that has its root in the understanding of christ s reign beginning immediately
after the resurrection the counterpoints series presents a comparison and critique of scholarly views on
topics important to christians that are both fair minded and respectful of the biblical text each volume
is a one stop reference that allows readers to evaluate the different positions on a specific issue and
form their own educated opinion

the revelation of jesus christ which god gave him to show his servants things which must shortly take
place this book is a verse by verse commentary for the book of revelation it contains an in depth study
comparing ancient prophecies with recent events
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