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how many hours have you spent playing do you know how many times you stayed up late to

finish a level what is the sum of money you have invested in games consoles equipment most

people will not be able to answer any of these questions accurately it is likely in fact that
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those inquiries have never been raised when this happens in the most thriving digital industry of

the moment such as the video games one is the reasons for such ignorance should be considered

video games addiction tells a series of logical stories about the evolution progress and

revolution of digital playful entertainment however instead of just a mere historicist analysis it

puts the most important people the players first narrating in turn numerous real life anecdotes

reflecting in perspective the difference between passion and vice taste and necessity choice and

escapism confessional at parts with its good dose of thought more than one reader will be

thinking about the final conclusions or recognizing attitudes common to all video gamers when

not feeling identified in the anecdotes or at least informed about the changes for better and

worse from pixel to polygon over the past 50 years and how addictive components have

always been there through different names and mechanics including continue the perpetuation of

the game through uninterrupted attempts player 2 going from playing in the living room to the

massive rooms of online competitiveness inventory our digital and physical equipment brands and

gaming inequalities replay the gamer culture consumed on platforms videos streamers insert coin

the industry understood as a validation and a game format from the very arcades game over

when the game doesn t end and ceases to be one insert a coin and go through this book made

deconstruction which analyzes at what level we like and how much we get entertained or

trapped in that world behind screens

america one of the most religious countries in the world is also the most violent do god and

war define the american spirit as much as apple pie and baseball this unsettling book illustrates

how bellicose war like language is used to explain the spiritual quest it explores the violence

of god tradition as it exists in all religions including buddhism and then examines how this

dynamic is flipped with political leaders using spiritual and religious language to sell war to

the general public although god and religion have often been used to sell war in the united

states this has been especially true since 9 11 after surveying the relationship of war and the

spiritual quest in the major world religions this study concludes with an overview of how that

dynamic has affected the contemporary american public discourse on war does this intermingling of

war and spirituality prepare the population for the coming of war the institutional blending of

the sacred and human aggression appear to be fundamental to human society the second section

of the book concentrates on the political language and speeches of american politicians since

2002 following the run up to the iraq war and its continuation over the past decade showing

how this mystical war conflation permeates american society

the globalisation of addiction presents a radical rethink about the nature of addiction scientific
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medicine has failed when it comes to addiction there are no reliable methods to cure it prevent it

or take the pain out of it there is no durable consensus on what addiction is what causes it

or what should be done about it meanwhile it continues to increase around the world this book

argues that the cause of this failure to control addiction is that the conventional wisdom of

the 19th and 20th centuries focused too single mindedly on the afflicted individual addict

although addiction obviously manifests itself in individual cases its prevalence differs

dramatically between societies for example it can be quite rare in a society for centuries and

then become common when a tribal culture is destroyed or a highly developed civilization

collapses when addiction becomes commonplace in a society people become addicted not only to

alcohol and drugs but to a thousand other destructive pursuits money power dysfunctional

relationships or video games a social perspective on addiction does not deny individual differences

in vulnerability to addiction but it removes them from the foreground of attention because

social determinants are more powerful this book shows that the social circumstances that

spread addiction in a conquered tribe or a falling civilisation are also built into today s

globalizing free market society a free market society is magnificently productive but it subjects

people to irresistible pressures towards individualism and competition tearing rich and poor alike

from the close social and spiritual ties that normally constitute human life people adapt to

their dislocation by finding the best substitutes for a sustaining social and spiritual life that

they can and addiction serves this function all too well the book argues that the most

effective response to a growing addiction problem is a social and political one rather than an

individual one such a solution would not put the doctors psychologists social workers

policemen and priests out of work but it would incorporate their practices in a larger social

project the project is to reshape society with enough force and imagination to enable people to

find social integration and meaning in everyday life then great numbers of them would not need to

fill their inner void with addictions

the study of addiction is dominated by a narrow disease ideology that leads to biological

reductionism in this short volume editors granfield and reinarman make clear the importance of a

more balanced contextual approach to addiction by bringing to light critical perspectives that

expose the historical and cultural interstices in which the disease concept of addiction is

constructed and deployed the readings selected for this anthology include both classic

foundational pieces and cutting edge contemporary works that constitute critical addiction

studies this book is a welcome addition to drugs or addiction courses in sociology criminal

justice mental health clinical psychology social work and counseling
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this work presents a detailed study of the political role of a criminal organization the

neapolitan camorra in its historical context that of naples over the last fifty years in

campania until 1991 the population tacitly accepted the relationship between the camorra and

the local political elite based on the exchange of votes for state contracts and protection

and because of the lack of reliable sources it could not seriously be studied by political

scientists in 1991 however a law was passed which gave generous remission of sentences to

criminals who wanted to cooperate with the police following this many members of the camorra

revealed important aspects of the criminal economic and political activities of their organization

this new information has permitted a re examination of the camorra and has provided material for

the story to be told
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